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(XREAT predictions for prosperity are being. made 

for the year 1926. Are’you laying the founda- 
tiorf for your share of this prosperity by the thought- 
ful placing of your product before the readers of this 
and other periodicals that stand only for the best in 


 Nadvertising ? ’ 
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Arbutus 


EFORE God's awful mountain-majesties 

My soul might stand unmoved ; 
Through thunder and the vastness of the seas 

His word remain unproved : 

, But when his tender little vine is found, 
With blossoms sweet and like the dawn of day, 

The still, smail voice is heard, ’tis holy ground ; 

I feel God’s love enfold me, and I pray. 


It is a letter from the Father’s hand 
Hidden beneath dead leaves ; 
The Lord’s song in a-winter-weary land, 
His smile for heart that grieves. 
I’ve found the flower often, yet for me 
It blooms a glad, new wonder every spring ; 
It whispers : “‘ Sorrow shull not always be; 
*Neath withered hopes God's plans are 
blossoming.” 








Conflicting Reports About a False Christ 

Prophecy is being fulfilled by the appearance of 
false Christs. 
hearing about the young Hindu who was being brought 
up itt India, to manifest himself, at the proper time, 
as the returned Christ, During the past few weeks fresh 
dispatches in the newspapers have heralded his public 
manifestation. This young Krishnamurti, thirty years 
old (the age of our Lord at the beginning of his public 
ministry), and an Oxford graduate, recently addressed a 
public meeting at Advar, India, under the auspices of 
the Order of the Star in the East; which celebrated the 
fiftieth anniversary of its founding. A London od 
announced that bishops and priests of the Liberal - 
olic Church joined with the common worship in the 
Hindu form, with additions made to the service by 
Krishnamurti, One of the “reforms” of this young man 
is “to have all disciples of whatever religion make 
‘the sign of the cross in an endeavor to unite the re- 
ligions of the East and the West.” - A little tater Mrs. 
Annie Besant, President of the International. Theosoph- 
ical Society, stated publicly that she “never had any 
idea of proclaiming Krishnamurti the Messiah,” : but 
added that he “is the vehicle” for a “world preacher.” 
“Since 1909 I have known,” says she, “that he was 
chosen as the vehicle. I expect an ever-increasing 
tendency of the selected body by him for whom it has 
been prepared. I believe we are beginning a new_age, 
a new civilization.” Dr. E, Stanley Jones, a mission- 
ary in India, writes of this new Messiah: “He has 
received divine honors in India and in the West. I had 


For several years past we have been - 


a long interview with him, found him of average in- 
telligence, of rather lovable disposition, of mediocre 
spiritual intuitions, and heard him swear in good, round 
English! - I came away feeling that if he is all we, as 
a race, have to look to in order to get out of the 
muddle we are in, then God pity us.” Meantime in- 
telligent Christians will not be deceived, remembering 
the sure word and guidance of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who. said concerning the ending of the age before his 
own return to this earth: “Then if any man shall say 
unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. 
For there shail arise false Christs, and false prophets, 
and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch 
that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very 
elect. Behold, I have told you before. Wherefore if 
they shall.say unto you, Behold, he jis in the desert; 
‘© not forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; be- 
ieve it not, For as the lightning cometh out of the 
East, and shineth even unto the West; so shall also 


the coming of the Son of man be” (Matt. 24: 23-27).” 


ot 
Losing Face 
“Losing face” is not limited to China, alt 

the expression seems to have a peculiar hold there. It 
means, of course, loss of reputation, and a wounding 
of one’s pride because deeply conscious of this. A 
missionary in China writes to the Editor of a rather 
startling use of the expression, made by the Chinese 
_xecently in connection with the riots and killings that 
have occurred there. He says: “The village people say 
‘Jesus has lost face’ because Christians re} hayé killed 
a Chinese. It seems unfortunate that the non-Chris- 
tian business men who hate the Chinese have to be 
classed with the Christian missionaries.” But there 
is a sobering thought in this, for real Christians every- 
where. Is it not trtie that whenever we fail to abide 
in Christ, and thereby fall short in any way of living 
his life, we are injuring the reputation of our Lord 
in the estimation of the world that is watching us as 
his “representatives, and as members of his body? For 
Christ actually entrusts his reputation to all who take 
his Name upen ives. It is when unbelievers 
see his image, his life, his victory and sweetness and 


power, in the lives of Christians that they desire him 
for themselves. When we fail him, what an injurv we 
do to him whom we love! 


a“ 
Is Failure Commendable ? 


There is a popular idea that failure is often com- 
mendable, or that taking failure’ contentedly is praise- 
worthy. There is a dangerous fallacy here. It was 
hit hard in an editorial in_a recent issue of a secular 
magazine, Liberty, which said, in discussing college 
athletics and the zeal for winning: “Americans like 
to win. It.is mentioned as if to their discredit that 
they like the game not for itself but for its win... . 
Life does not understand failure. Failure can be ac- 
cepted in the col cloister, but it cannot be accepted 
anywhere else in life. Nature does not know a good 
loser. There is no such thing. An animal wins or 
it passes away. And life is not a game worth 
the playing and losing. It is a g game only as it 
is won. There is nothing in life for the good loser. 
After a defeat Frank ance, the leader of the old 
Chicago Cubs (a professional ball team), was 
grouchy. Some one told him he was not a good loser. 
‘I don’t want to be a good loser, and I don’t want any 
one playing for me to be.’ If good losers are accepted 
there will be @ lot of them, and a lot of them do not 
make a successful nation.” That may sound like hard- 
hearted talk,..but-it jis the simple truth. And it is a 
striking fact that we find no commendation in the 
Bible for those wh6 are defeated in any matters in 
which God says we should win. It is true, of course, 
that what may seem like defeat or failure from the 
worldly standpoint may be the truest victory and suc- 
cess in God’s sight. But when the right standards of 
victory and success are seen, then defeat is never com- 
mendable. The Bible has no recognition for “good 
losers” in the spiritual life. God offers, in Christ, to 
make us “more than conquerors,” and the closing .book 
of his Word offers an amazing series of prizes to over- 
comers, with nothing but condemnation for failure. 
How could it be otherwise, when he authorizes and 
enables us to say, “I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me” ? 


Our Deepest Distress 


great hymn, “How firm a foundation,” but 
the poignancy of it can only come home to the 
individual heart. However much we may organize 
everything with the full purpose of being helpful, “our 
deepest distress” remains a terribly private matter. 
The heart knoweth its own bitterness, and sometimes 
nothing organized can ever touch it all, 
And one of the worst things about “our deepest 
distress” is that we can never seem to find another 
exactly like it, and when it comes we are tempted 
to think that no arrangement has ever been made for 
it. In the Autobiography of John Stuart Mill he tells 
us how in his early days, without warning, without 
any external event having happened, his life was sud- 
dently reduced to the most utter and abject misery, in 
which he lived for months, months of desperate me- 
‘chanical living without joy or impulse. And the most 
pitiful part of the story let him tell for himself: “I 
sought ne comfort by s ing to others of what I 
felt. I felt, too, that. mine was not an interesting or 
in any way respectable distress. There was nothing in 
it to attract. sympathy.” And just that terrible feeling 
‘is what makes our distress the d 


W: HAVE used the phrase often enough in the 


: cepest. 3 
How many times we have’ turned to the Gospel scene- 


with its instant relief of the distressed, its glad, ex- 
uberant rescue of men and women out of their misery, 
their suspense ended and they themselves brought to 
worship and unspeakable thanks. And then with the 
story right before us, and needing nothing less than a 
duplicate of it for ourselves, we find that nothing hap- 
pens. The relief does not come. Our own misery is 
unrelieved; our scene is bleak and gray. Is it possible 
that all that great relief belongs now only to history, 
that its equivalent is not to be expected now? And 
then comes the fear that ours is not an interesting or 
in any way respectable distress and has nothing im it 


to attract sympathy. How many souls know full well 
this doubt and fear! If it had been some worthier dis- 
tress, how easily it might have been helped, how peo- 
ple would have rushed to help us. But let us remem- 
ber that very few of the distresses brought to Jesus 
were attractive to anybody but himself. They were not 
selected cases, and of many of them his disciples would 
have said, “Send them away.” Men brought him what 
they had; and we must dare to do the same. Distress 
can never be a standardized thing. Not all the psy- 
chologists can make frameworks or pigeon holes or 
classifications enough to hold the whole variety of hu- 
man misery and suffering and need. It breaks all 
bounds. And it always seems a new and wnrecog- 
nized trouble. Sure as we are of divine grace, we are 
not so sure it was meant for a need like this. 

And almost any other need than ours seems worthier 
of the divine attention. Pride may be most ruinous 
right here. How gladly we would bring to God-some 
trouble that had finer elements in it. If envy and 
malice are our misery, and are corroding our very 
life, how we wish it were some finer infirmity and not 
this sordid, unattractive malady. If it is the love 
of praise that is steadily darkening our sky, what can 
be thought of a distress so mean? And if it is the 
caustic, unloving temper and bitterness, of almost any 
other evil we could entertain hopes of its pardon and 
cleansing. We know that a deep peace has come upon 
other sinful and faulty lives. We have seen them go 
from strength toi strength, but we have thought it must 
be because of something favorable or more susceptible 
in their condition. This is just the consideration to 
make any distress the deepest, the feeling that it is 
isolated, unusual, unprepared fer in even God's gen- 
erous plan. 

We must bring everything to God. It is not the 
kind of distress that is the main thing, but that it is 
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ours, and that it is weakening us and darkening us and 
afflicting us and hiding life's meaning from us, and 
may be ruining us and driving us into the far country. 
And despair may be worse than sin, For all the worst 
that we can find out about sin or pain or misery was 
all embraced beforehand and understood beforehand in 
Christ’s great offering of hmmself. If we grow, a 
great part of our growth must be in an ever deepening 
confidence in God as to what we may bring to him. 
“Trust in him at all times; pour out your hearts before 
him, ye people; our God is a refuge.” The worse our 
distress, the more we need him. 
dencies, and temptations, which we have long tried to 
take care of ourselves as belonging to our peculiar 
make-up and history and as inalienable from ourselves 
as our gait and complexion, and outside the domain of 
even God's power, we come at last in some greater 
boldness to bring to him. The best» of men still hold 
something back, as if God’s grace did not extend quite 
to that. What can growing in grace mean but becom- 
ing bolder and bolder in casting ourselves upon God? 
Principal Fairbairn said of John Keble that he never 
quite got over the feeling that his sins were a load 
for him to carry rather than a burden for grace to 
remove. 

And not least poignant of all is the realization that 
these distresses should be so great so far on in life. 
“And at my age!” Mow many a man, amazed, has said 
that, as if that made it almost conclusive that now he 
must meet it alone, What hosts of people have made 


Traits, troubles, ten-' 
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themselves the judges of how far God’s help and mercy 
could go, instead of pouring it all out upon him and 
letting him be the judge, 


There is no more beautiful sight in this world hen 


- that of a soul who by faith has .been. lifted out of its 


deepest distress. Any one who has ever been privileged 
to bear a hand in leading another to that relief will 
remember it as one of the wonders of his days, and 
can hardly rest till he sees others brought within its 
compass, A man once said that, though he understood 
for many years little enough about the whole Psalm 
that contained it, he had had stamped upon his mind for- 
ever those familiar words, “He -delivereth them from 
all their distresses.” When almost all other great 
words had ceased to be a connective, that strand always 
held him to faith and hope. 

But how many have made up their minds to go on 
as things are, have decided that their deepest distress 
lies outside God’s great design. They will bear it as 
well as they can, and use their lives as best they may, 
although this distress jars and damages. or clouds every 
activity. .They never look upon, it as perhaps a ground 
on which God can reveal himself as never before. We 
all want to bring fine offerings: our pride is so deep 
that we would like even our shame to be a sort of 
ornament to ourselves. But the Bible is vibrant with 
the joy that comes of trying no longer to dress up our 
deepest distress, — not wishing we had somebody else’s 
distress, but using oy own, and turning the menace 
into a claim and afterward into a Psalm, 





The Bird With a Broken Pinion 


In your issue of December 5, in the Illustration Round- 
Table, you seem to favor the latter verse in the illus- 
tration, “The Bird With a Broken Pinion.” In taking 
this view, are you not discounting the early days of 
a life spent in the service of God as contrasted with 
those spent in sin? 

Our Bible class were keenly divided on this question, 
and would appreciate a word from you.—An Ontario 
Reader. 


The Illustration Round-Table item referred to was 
in comment on Paul’s word cdncerning Mark, “He 
is profitable to me for the ministry” (2 Tim, 4:11), 
and first quoted the well-known bit of verse: 


I walked by the woodland meadows, 
Where soft the thrushes sing, 

And found on a bed of mosses 
A bird with a broken wing. 

I healed its wounds and each morning 

* It sang its old sweet strain, 

But the bird with the broken pinion 
Never soared as high again. 


The item then went on to quote a supplementary 
verse that a man in a prison cell had written on the 
flyleaf of his prison Bible: 

But the soul that comes to Jesus, 
Through failure, shame, and pain, 

By His wondrous love and mercy 
May soar as high again. 


Is this later verse in conflict with the Word of God, 

or is it true to God’s Gospel? 
to be no question that it faithfully expresses the mir- 
acle of the Gospel. And if it does, then it does not 
“discount the early days of a life spent in the serv- 
ice of God as contrasted with those spent in sin.” 
That which is done in God’s service cannot be dis- 
counted, and certainly will not be discounted by any 
results of the Gospel of Christ. God will hondr those 
that honor him,—he has pledged his inviolable Word 
on this. But at the same time, he has spoken the won- 
drous words, “Where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound” (Rom, 5:20). And God makes plain, 
throughout his Word, that by the infinite sacrifice of 
the death of his only Son, those sinners who believe 
on him as Saviour are not only saved from the death- 
penalty of their sins, and cleansed from all their sins 
by that precious blood, but they are actually enabled, 
by that Saviour, to live as though they had never sin- 
ned, and in utter freedom from the power of their own 
past sins. The Gospel enables the redeemed sinner to 
say, “The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
hath made me free from the law of sin and death” 
(Rom, 8:2); and Christ himself says to such a one, 
“If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be 
free indeed” (John 8: 36). 

How high, therefore, can the redeemed sinner rise 
in this earthly life? How high can_the bird whose 
pinion was broken by sin soar again? God gives an 
answer to this question that sounds too good to be 
true; but it is true, for God says it. This is the amaz- 
ing word: 

After Christ had died, God “raised him from the 
dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all principality, and power, and might, 
and dominion, and every name that is named, not only 
in this world, but also in that which is to come” (Eph. 


There would seem: 





And in that same passage God tells us 
that “the exceeding greatness of his power to w-nard 


tia0; 2). 


who believe” is that~same exceeding great resurrection 
power (that exalted Christ to God’s right hand in the 
heavenlies. The Gospel lifts the redeemed sinner to 
the heavenly heights where Christ lives. For the Gos- 
pel says to the redeemed sinner, “Your life is hid with 
Christ in God,” just after telling us that we are “risen 
with Christ,” and that “Christ sitteth on the right hand 
of God” (Col. 3: 1-3). 

This is soaring pretty high, but it is the privilege 
of every saved soul, no matter what. past sins have 
stained and destroyed his life, 

One last word. If the Gospel could not do this 
for_us, what hope would any human being have even 
in Christ, of ascending to spiritual heights in the Chris- 
tian life? For has there ever lived a Christian who, 
before being saved, was not so completely destroyed by 
sin that he was “dead in trespasses and sins”? The 
glory of the Gospel is that it saves, cleanses, and ex- 
alts to the heavenlies those who were once hopeless sin- 
ners. 

Indeed, as others have pointed out, ungodly persons 
are the only kind God offers to save; his Gospel is only 
for birds with broken pinions. 


— 
What Kind of a Revelation is the Bible ? 


On a recent Sunday our pastor said in his sermon, 
“The Bible is not a revelation from God, it is a revela- 
tion of God.” Would you kindly point out the differ- 
ence?—A Massachusetts Reader. 


The Bible is both a revelation from God and a reve- 
lation of God. It reveals God and his dealings with 
men because it is given from God to man. 

Anyone who denies that the Bible is a revelatign 
from God, as this Massachusetts pastor does, while 
at the same time saying that the Bible is a revelation 
of God, is probably seeking to give the mistaken posi- 
tion of Modernisni, which teaches that the Bible sets 
forth man’s discovery of God, and contains the findings 
to which various men through the centuries have come, 
as a result of their search for God and truth. Thus, 
to the Modernist, the Bible is_a man-made affair, not 
God-made. The Modernist’s Bible is a more or less 
accurate, and a more or less inaccurate “revelation” of 
God; it ‘tells some things about God ‘that are true, and 
it tells some things about God that are not true. Ac- 
cording to this, each reader of the Bible must decide, 
in the light of his own individual consciousnéss, what 
parts of the Bible are true, and what parts are false. 

This is the best Bible the Modernist can offer; and 
it is not- strange that -those who accept this teaching 
move farther and farther away from light into dark- 
ness, from hope into despair, from life into death. 

But when we turn to the Bible itself to see what 
claims it makes, we find that, from Genesis to Revela- 
tion, there runs the bold, unequivocal claim that this 

was given from to men as a revelation of 
truths and facts that man could never discover for 
himself, but that are vital to his temporal welfare and 
his eternal life. 

The first words of.the Bible tell the story, — “In 
the beginning God.” . God>.made the first move, not 
only in creating the heavens and the earth, but also 
in providing the Book that tells men about himself, 
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The beginning of the Modernist’s Bible is man; thé 
beginning of the believer’s Bible is God. 

Throughout Genesis we find God speaking to man, 
revealing. himself to man, and disclosing things that 
man could otherwise never have known. And then, 
throughout the sixty-six books of the Bible, we find, 
literally thousands of times, the statement that- God 
said, God spake, God commanded, God gave, the words 
of this Book, until we reach that sweeping claim, well 
on-in the New Testament, that “All Scripture is given 
by inspiration of God” (2 Tim. 3:16). 

This is why the Bible is different from any other 
book in the history or literature of the world. "We 
shall doubtless not fully appreciate its priceless worth 
until we are in the presence of Him who gave us this 
reve! ation; but meantime, we know and rejoice that it 

“came not in old time by the will of man: but holy. men 
of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” 
(2 -Pet. £:3.2t}. 
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The Supreme Hope 
of the Christian World 


1. Wherein lies the supreme hope of the Christian 
world today? ‘ 

2. If Paul were here now, do you think he would 
stress more the Christ who has come, or the Christ who 
will return? 

3. In view of your answers to the above questions, are 
the International Sunday School Less6ns meeting the 
needs of the day?—A Kentucky Reader. 


1. The supreme hope of the Christian world today 
is “that blessed hope, ... the glorious appearing of 
the great God and our Saviour. Jesus Christ” (Tit. 
2:13). It is the personal return of Christ to this 
earth, to reign over the earth as its rightful King. 
That Christ will thus return personally, in his visible, 
bodily presence, was declared at the time of hjs ascen- 
sion to~heaven after his resurrection, in the words: 
“This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen 
him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). And this is the 
suprenie hope, not only of the true Church, but also 
of the world in general, even though they know it not; 
for not until Christ takes the reign of this world into 
his own hands can the chaotic political and social and 
economic problems, under which the world is suffering 
to-day, be solved. 


2. If Paul were here now, we know that-he would 
preach again just what he preached and wrote when 
he lived on earth; that is, the Christ who has come, 
and. the Christ who will return. The Christ who has 
come and who, at his first coming, died as man’s sin- 
bearer and was raised again from the dead, is the only 
way of salvation for lost sinners to-day, as in. Paul’s 
day. If we would be ready’ for Christ’s return,. we 
must accept the Christ who has come as our Saviour. 

But Paul would also proclaim, as faithfully and 
sistently as he did before, the.returning Christ.. We 
must remember that “Paul and the other. New Testa- 
ment writers were given, by inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, the. message forthe twentieth century with 
exactly the same fulness and finality as if they. were 
living today. Their inspired writings were no more 
tor the men of their day than for the men of this day. 
That is the unique wonder and miracle of the Bible. 

3. The Sunday School Times believes that the In- 
ternational Uniform Sunday School Lessons meet the 
needs of Sunday- school workers today, in general, bet- 
ter than any o’‘1eF existing Sunday-school course. This 
is said advisec.y, in view of the careful study that the 
Times has made of the various courses, ‘and after 
extended experience with the needs of the -Sunday- 
school No existing Sunday-school course of Bible 
lessons is without defects, and the International Les- 
sons are by no means perfect; but they are furnishing 
Sunday-schools with an extraordinarily rich and satis- 
fying opportunity to study God’s Word in a rewarding 
way. As for the “blessed hope” of the Lord’s return, 
the International Lessons have offered unusually full 
material on this in recent years, with lessons in Daniel 
and Revelation and in many other parts of the proph- 
etic Scriptures. We do not always realize, at the same 
time, that it is impossible to study the Bible anywhere, 
in any consecutive way, without coming upon the truth 
of the second coming of Christ. The International 
Lessons have been particularly rich in their New bins 
tament study, and the Lord’s return is mentioned, 
has been said, more than .three hundred times ce 
the New Testament, or on an average of once in every 
twenty verses. As for the Old Testament, taken up 
in the International Lessons from April to December 
of this year, the second coming of Christ is a promi- 
nent theme throughout, 

The message of the Bible as a whole is the més- 
sage needed by the Church and the world to-day. God's 
Word treats every phase of truth in its rightful bal 
ance and proportion and emphasis, particularly in the 
great central themes of the two comings of the Son 
of God to this earth, first in humiliation, and then in 
glory. Sunday-schools. following the International 
Lessons will find abundant opportunity to study~ the 
great central teachings of the Bible. And the Word 
of God shall not return unto kim yoid. 
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is alarmingly dangerous ? 








Whither Bound in Education ? 


What is at the core of our modern system that 


By William H. Hockman 














O ONE traveling about the world, coming in 
touch with the deeper, truer life of the people, 


there is nothing more impressive than the man- - 


ner in which Christian parents are perplexed and non- 
plused with deep concern for their children, especially 
those purstsing studies in high-school or collegiate -in- 
stitutions. Perhaps never in the history of the Chris- 
tian Church have parents had more real cause for alarm. 
The common complaint, uttered so often with pathetic 
sadness, is that the children have grown strangely 
away from parental touch and sympathetic understand- 
ing, and from domestic control and guidance, Certain 
sociologists may speak confidetifly’ about social prog- 
ress and moral development, but the Christian believer 
shakes his head dubiously as he beholds present-day 
conditions and tendencies, and seeks for explanations 
that deal- with basal facts,— facts that are in accord 
with the Word of Truth. 


LivinG IN PeriLous TIMES 


We need, first of all, to remind ourselves that we 
are living in days of an unusual assault upon the Chris- 
tian faith, an assault that is far more seriously effec- 
tive than any organized in history, and yet so ingen- 
jously devised, and cleverly. conducted, as scarcely to 
be recognized by even many of the faithful. The line 
of procedure is not so much a violent frontal attack, 
but more the utilizing of carefully laid plans for un- 
déermining the foundations upon which faith rests. A 
generation ago, the attack was more open and direct, 
consisting in violent denunciations of the Bible and 
its cardinal facts and doctrines by means of orations 
and lets from those who were the avowed antag- 
onists of Christianity. This type of assault is much 
easier. to combat than the subtle thing that is now em- 
ployed to so capture the minds of our youth as to make 
po in the Holy Scriptures appear irrational and ab- 
surd. 

Through the medium of our much boasted public 
school system, our boys and girls are having incul- 
cated into their mental content such views regarding 
the origin and development of all existing things, as 
to very effectively fortify their minds against possible 
belief in the Bible as the Word of God, or Jesus as 
the divine Christ. Very few parents realize the sig- 
nificance of certain paragraphs in the textbooks com- 
monly used in our grade schools, or the sophistries 
carefully woven into chapter after chapter of high 
school and college books, so_ skilfully worded as to 
arouse the minimum of suspicion, and yet systemat- 
ically ‘accomplish the desired psychological results. 

The great central principle, about_which such sci- 
entific studies as geology, biology, psychology, and soci- 
ology are organized, is nothing other than pure material- 
istic evolution. Any mind that has been carefully and 
systematically trained through ten or fifteen years of 
skilfully planned curricula, in which evolttion is the 
dominant note, will have reached a gtage of fortification 
against the Bible message that is well-nigh invulnerable. 
The most alarming characteristic of the whole propa- 
ganda is that it can be carried on quite effectively with- 
out éver referring specifically to.the Bible, or ostensibly 
showing any opposition to it. Indeed, the_ instructor 
may definitely claim to be a Christian, his idea of 
“Christian” very probably meaning one who enjoys 
the privileges of modern civilization, or who-accepts 
the ethical teachings of Jesus as the basis of his social 
doctrines, 

Wuat Does It Matter? 

The relationship of a belief in evolution to the prac- 
tical affairs of life is of the most significant and far- 
reaching character, little suspected by the general pub- 
lic. If it were merely a theory of passing interest 
to the biological student, as most people seem to im- 
agine, it would cause little concern; but when it is 
exalted to the central position in all organized knowl- 
edge, it naturally affects most powerfully the whole 
realm of the student’s thought life. A serious accept- 
ance of this theory has the effect of putting the whole 
of life on an entirely different basis, and establishing 
principles of conduct utterly contrary to those found 
in the Word of God. Although the effects of the 
peculiar views of life arising as corollaries from the 
doctrine of evolution may be easily recognized in the 
present-day tendencies apparent in American fife, the 
operation of such tendencies is in a very large degree 
hindered and restrained by the prevalence of long es- 
tablished Christian beliefs and traditions; so that the 
full, logical results of such erroneous views are only 
slowly and partially manifest in either individual or 
community life. 

To fully appreciate the tendencies set in motion by a 
belief -in the doctrine of evolution, one needs to ob- 
serve the developments following the introduction of 
this particular brand of philosophy into a non-Chris- 
tian community. A most pointed illustration may be 


“Train up a child in the way he should go: and . 
when he is old, he will not depart from it.” So 
runs the inspired proverb, and the reverse is start- 
lingly true. That there is a great need for parents 
to recognize the effect of our modern educational 
system in directing the thought and tendencies of 
children away from the faith once for all deliv- 
ered unto the saints,and away from parental con- 
trol and guidance, is ably pointed out in this article 
by a missionary of the China Inland Mission at Lu- 
chow,;Szechwan, China, now at home‘on furlough. 
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found in the great land of China, where the writer has 
spent nearly a quarter of a century engaged in Chris- 
tian educational effort in the far interior. Within the 
short space of twenty years, a complete intellectual 
revolution has been effected by the introduction of 
Western learning, a revolution of such drastic and far- 
reaching character, as will shortly make its reactions 
powerfully felt throughout the whole world, 

Partly by means of the thousands of young students 
educated abroad, but more especially through the re- 
centiy established nation-wide:system of modern schools, 
a certain type of thought life prevalent in the West has 
been introduced wholesale among the younger genera- 
tion. Millions of youth have been taught from the 
some textbooks, or their translations, as are used in 
our Westérn institutions of learning. In the train- 
ing of Chinese students, either in western countries 
or by means of foreign controlled institutions in China, 
and in the contribution of textbooks for use in the 
government schools, America has had a predominating 
share. It will be easily understood, therefore, that the 
outstanding, distinctive philosophical principle thaf has 
recently -been.imported into China is that of material- 
istic evolution. > ~ 

Many: of the more thoughtful leaders in China, as 
in other Oriental countries, have raised a voice of 
warning atid protest against our Western culture, be- 
cause of the fact that it begins and ends in material- 
ism, It should be clearly stated that there are a num- 
ber of missionary institutions that have presented 
Christianity in all its purity and fulness, maintaining 
a consistent stand against evolution and all other as- 
pects of Modernism; but, as measured wp along the 
sum total of educational forces at work in the country, 
their influence has been lamentably limited. 


How Ir Worxs Ovut ' 


Not being restrained by a previous knowledge of 
Christian truth, a vast majority of the younger genera- 
tion of China have accepted the matcrialistic concep- 
tion of life, and have forthwith put their philosophy 
to practical application. Now, what does a serious 
acceptance of the logical corollaries of evolution in- 
volve? How many readers have ever thought the 
thing through to a finish? If evolution is true, then 
the deductions indicated by our popular psychologies 
and sociologies are, logically umescapable. Briefly 
stated, the believer in evolution is forced to accept 
the following positions: 


1. Man is purely and solely a product of matter, 
organized by physical and chemical forces, according 
to inherent laws. He cannot, therefore, possibly pos- 
sess what is commonly known as a soul, or any spirit- 
ual self, existing as a, separate entity. 

2. Granting that man is wholly of a physical origin, 
it must be further granted that when the physical or- 
ganism disintegrates, the man ceases to exist. There 
can, therefore, be no such thing as existence after 
death, or such an experience as a Day of Judgment. 

3. It being assumed that the whole realm of nature 
has evolved by means of resident forces, according 
to fixed laws, it is impossible to conceive of such 
divine manifestations as are recorded in the Bible, and 
the very existence of God is regarded as problematic. 


4. It is impossibie to concede that Jesus was any 
more than an evolutionary product, purely human, but 
representing the perfect type toward which the race 
is gradually progressing. 

5. The recorded birth of our Lord, his ministry of 
miracles, propitiatory death, and resurrection, are all 
alike classed with the superstitions and myths common 
to ancient religions. Divine interposition and divine 
revelation are both rejected as incompatible with sci- 
ence and reason. 


The foregoing intellectual positions very naturally 
work out in every day life as follows: There is no 
absolute final authority, intellectual or moral, no abso- 
lute moral™law; hence every individual is perfectly 
free to order his conduct as he thinks best. The hu- 


man race is gradually discovering by experiment what 
lines of conduct may ‘be socially expedient. In the 
course of this prolonged experiment ill-judged behavior 
is to be regarded’ merely as indicating moral imma- 
turity. There being no absolute moral law, in the 
Scriptural sense, there is of course no such thing as 
sin, and all the various instincts, impulses, and ten- 
dencies of human nature need no control save that of 
expediency. 

When you understand that millions of the youth of 
China have been fed on this pabulum, you can readily 
comprehend why they have thrown to the winds all 
the intellectual, moral, and social traditions of their 
forbears, and have cut loose from all social and moral 
control, refusing to recognize any authority but their 
own personal desires and ambitions. The land which 
for ages possessed the most stable social order ever 
devised, with exalted parental authority and govern- 
mental control, now witnesses the most chaotic social 
conditions possible to imagine, with parental author- 
ity and moral control almost non-existing. In certain 
educational institutions the students have organized 
“Anti-filial Societies,” which, in plain English, means 
“Societies for the Discouragement of Respect and Obe- 
dience to Parefts.’”’ Even the majority of the Govern- 
ment schools are not controlled by the Government or 
the Staff, but by the students. All sorts of campaigns 
and movements are organized by the boys and girls, 
including anti-foreign strikes and boycotts, while their 
parents and elders look on in-helpless amazement. 

It is not possible to discuss at length the social and 
political conditions in China, but merely to call atten- 
tion to certain facts that indicate how completely youth 
has broken away -from all tradition, and revolted 
against all authority. The reader will have no- diffi- 
culty in tracing the.sequence between cause and effect. 
Introduce that particular kind of philosophy into the 
minds of youth, based, .as they are led to think, on the 
indisputable findings of“modern science, and you es- 
tablish lines of thought that must inevitably produce 
the kind of behavior we see rampant in China to-day. 
The effect in China has been with almost unbelievable 
swiftness, due to the fact,that- there have been no 
counteracting stabilizing,-influences, such as we for- 
tunately have in our own country, 


Wuat Asout Our Own CHILDREN? 


But now to turn to our own Jand again. These same 
doctrines systematically presented to our own children 
will unquestionably tend to produce the same results. 
Most thoughtful parents are already painfully aware 
that there is a new spirit in our youth, showing itself 
in lack of reverence for divine things, lack of respect 
for parental authority, and-a general tendency toward 
looseness and anarchy. .Some educators would have 
us believe that all this indicates development and prog- 
ress, 2 movement toward a higher and fuller life. But, 
does it? Parents need not possess a technical knowl- 
edge of any of the sciences or ’ologies to form an 
cpinion in the matter, but simply rely upon their ordi- 
nary commonsense. They only need give careful heed to 
the tendencies developing in their own children and the 
children of the community to form some judgment as 
to the effects of such teaching as we are considering. 
Put into the minds of youth that teaching which leads 
him to disbelieve in endless existence, divine authority, 
moral accountability, and the integrity of the Bible, and 
you have paved the way for moral degeneracy and 
social anarchy. 

Any thoughtful person can readily see that apart 
from divine revelation there can be no positive foun- 
dation discovered by the human mind upon which to 
build a sound philosophy of life, or establish authori- 
tative. moral standards. Certain widely known ex- 
ponents of Modernism assert that there.is no such 
thing as absolute fixed truth, but that everything is 
in a state of flux, and nothing can be determined with 
absolute finality. .To the mind cut loose from the 
verities of God, of course everything is in a flux; in- 
definiteness and uncertainty must of necessity continue 
to increase, until the soul ends up in hopeless chaotic 
unbelief. 

It is inexpressibly distressing that our much boasted 
modern education, with all its excellencies of technique, 
and many admirable qualities, should have at its very 
core that which renders it most alarmingly dangerous. 
Are Christian parents not sufficiently interested in the 
spiritual welfare of their children to take up this truly 
serious and solemn question with the same earnestness 
and determination as they are accustomed to manifest 
in their ordinary business affairs, and to secure for 
their children an education that is not essentially pagan, 
but in some degree supplementary to that godly home 
training which recognizes that the fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of knowledge, and likewise the begin- 
ning of wisdom? 
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terference of Pius XI, last year, in the internal 
politics of Czechoslovakia has shaken 80,000 more 

Czechs out of the Roman Church, and we are told that 
twenty. large congregations of former Roman Catholics 
are worshiping in public squares in Czechoslovak cities 
because they have no church buildings. A simisar mass- 
movement is going on among the Ukrainians who are 
leaving the Greek Catholic and Uniate churches. Thou- 
sands of the common peopie are becoming Protestant, 
and their students and professors are leading them. 
They are identifying themselves with the Evangelical 
Church of the Augsburg and Helvetic Confession, 
- which is largely German in origin, although establistied 
in Galicia. Dr, Beach, who is in touch with this great 
movement, tells us that to most of these converts the 
Bibie is an unknown book, and in one of the univers- 
ities it was discovered that only a solitary student had 
ever read it. 
* The Czechoslovak government has built a university 
for Ukrainian students, thirty miles east of Prague, 
and at present there are five hundred students there. 

“In the chapel of the university, I addressed a body 
of students that filled the auditorium and my soul was 
stirred by their eagerness to catch every word of the 
simple Gospel message. When the service was ended, 
many remained until late in the evening, that they 
might hear the Bible read in their own language by 
Mr. Kusiw. Beforé we parted, I’ promised that every 
student should possess a copy of Holy Scripture, and 
was able to send five hundred, procured from the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society in Prague.” 

One of the leaders, prominent in this new movement, 
is Theodor Staszynski, a former Greek Orthodox 

riest and private secretary to the metropolitan of 

ief. He was.converted by studying the New Testa- 
ment. Though only twenty-eight, he had attained an 
honorable place in the Russian church as theologian 
and apologist. Devout and unassuming, he is witness- 
ing quietly but mightily. Hundreds, eager to know 
the way of salvation, visit him daily, and he has gath- 
ered three hundred inquirers into a Bible class which 
he is himself teaching. In many ways he recalls Cal- 
vin and the Reformers of the sixteenth century. He 
has associated himself with Dr. Zoeckler of Stanislau, 
superintendent of the Evangelical church in Galicia, 
whose orphanages and asylums honor the evangelical 
name throughout Eastern Europe. 


Censio Ecclesiam Esse Liberandam!—With this 
Latin utterance, Dean Engstrom closed his motion for 
the separation of church and state in Sweden, which 
he introduced in the last general meeting of the Swed- 
ish church in Stockholm. Similar motions for “the 
freeing of the church” have been made in the Swed- 
‘ish parliament by socialists®and radicals, naturally on 
other grounds. The present motion is a protest against 
the appointment, by the government, to theological 
chairs, of professors who deny the central beliefs of 
the church, “If the church yields this point it commits 
suicide.” 

“So long as it was a matter of secondary things, the 
humiliating treatment of pastors and parishes, for ex- 
ample, the friends of the church could be silent. But 
now the fight concerns the Lord of the church himself. 
Obviously, consistently, systematically, the state au- 
thorities (now Socialists) have proceeded in this de- 
Christianizing work. Sweden’s church stands at this 
hour before an umescapable alternative. Either —or! 
Its redemption lies in cutting loose from a state which 
would transform it from an instrument of salvation to 
a mere educational institution. It must strike for the 
right of self-determination in all questions. 

“Our church stands or falls with its Confession of 
Faith. This is a summary of the fundamental truths 
of Holy Scripture. The Confession is retained, nom- 
inally, but to all friends of the church, it is a great 
grief that an arbitrary rationalist theology modifies the 
teaching of Scripture according to its own opinions and 
contrary to the basic truths of the creed. The newer 
Swedish theology, in the person of certain of its rep- 
resentatives, has betrayed the church. It has gone so 
far that, if one is to win a name as scholar, one must 
put on the market something erratic and even impu- 
dent; he-must out-distance his predecessors in his de- 
nial and distortion of Scripture. 

“Rationatism has brought confusion to the church, 
confusion in questions of the authority and exposition 
of Scripture. It is on the way to bring a great part 
of the Swedish church people into a spiritual poor- 
house. The professors of theology who are not able 
to bring their theology into agreement with the church 
standards should be pensioned off or given other work 
to. do outside the church.” 


‘From Modernism to Christ.—Pastor Cornill of the 
St. Nicholas Church, Kiel, came to his charge sixteen 


Tees Ukrainian Reformation.—The maladroit in- 


years ago a liberal of the conventional type.” On the 
seventeenth of last May he preached his farewell ser- 
mon to the same congregation, choosing for his text 
the second chapter of 2 Corinthians. He announced 
that he had “experienced the deepest conversion of his 
life, had been conquered by the Scriptures and was 
now a follower of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the 
Bibiical sense.” 

Once he had believed in the divine if man as in a 
thing that needed only to be drawn out. “Jesus was 
to me primarily man. I had sought so to interpret his 
portrait, as to find a basis which the modern man would 
understand. The divinity of Jesus was a comprehen- 
sible fact, because I thought to find the same divinity, 
at least in germ, in every man. 

“Then came a direct manifestation of God’s Spirit 
to my heart. I had come to the big city with a -pro- 
found belief in man. I took part in all sorts of great 
debates, — with Monists and Socialists and other rep- 
resentatives of the intellectual life, in the hope of win- 
ning the soul of the masses for a modern and humani- 
tarian Gospel. But my illusions broke down. It be- 
came clear to me that the Bible knows men, better than 


‘the modern man knows himself, and that it is certain, 
_however hard it. may sound to the modern man, that 


the natural man perceives not the things of God,. for 
they are foolishness to him. 

“Similar experiences followed my work with young 
people. I believed (as youth does) in youth, and espe- 
cially in modern youth, which thinks a new era is 
dawning and that youth is to lead it. I have gotten 
beyond this apotheosizing of youth. I realize that 
youth to-day, as the youth of every generation, needs 
the leadership apd authority of age. Once more it 
has become clear to me that the Bible is the book of im- 


. 





Another Chinese 
Christian Governor 








Mr. Hsuen Tu Pi, a Christian and adher- 
ent of General Feng, has been appointed 
governor of the metropolitan district, 
Tunghsien. He has sent unofficial letters 
to the magistrates of the twenty-four coun- 
ties under him urging them to institute daily 
instruction in Christianity for all the men in 
their yamens, or headquarters, including , 
reading for the illiterate and singing of | 
Christian hymns. His own. yamen staff, 
numbering some hundreds of men, are them- 
selves being taught. Hsuen succeeds Gen- 
eral Wang Tien Shan, the founder of the 
spiritist and syncretist religion called “Tao 
Yuan,” who was removed for depending 
on the planchette in making appointments. 











perishable truth and that youth, in spite of its great 
programs and watch-cries, needs to be kept straight 


-with the words, ‘The natural man perceives not the 


things of God.’ 

“All this found expression in bitter conflicts in my 
own heart and life. There are things which cannot be 
discussed publicly. But one must confess that there 
are struggles in which the natural man’s feeling of 
self-sufficiency leaves him wholly in the lurch. There 
are in all of us living demonic powers: which come 
from hell, 

“In these experiences, confidence in the natural man 
(in myself and others) went to pieces and the way 
was thus opened to learn of the -Christ of the Scrip- 
tures, — the Christ of whom the first and decisive thing 
is that he is true God, born of the Father from eter- 
nity. In this Christ a new world of experience has 
shown itself to me. We live on his grace, in him we 
have our being.” 

The Allgemeine Evangelische Lutheranische Kirch- 
enzeitung, in quoting this sermon, says that it is by no 
means singular, “To-day many German theologians 
are making similar confessions. The number of those 
who are returning to the old Gospel is growing.” 


The Ngombe of Likungu are described by Mr. Cox- 
ill, of the Congo Balolo Mission (in the Congo Mis- 
sion News), as tall, agile men with deeply cicatriced 


~faces and cruel eyes, and with cleverly made ‘iron orna- 


ments ail ‘about their bodies. The chiefs -wear -neck- 
lets of leopards’ claws and. ornaments of leopard skins, 


Women are cut and ornamented, blacked and greased, 
much as their husbands. Even the babies’ faces are 
covered: with jet Ngombe smear -that flies would not 
walk on, and their bodies with charms and grease 
and dirt. A people truly black with a record of. the 
darkest deeds of bloodshed, torture, and cannibalism, 
black in Satan’s heathenish grip, clever in the hunt, 
in war, and in evil, living on a long ridge of high land 
surrounded by. an almost impenetrable swamp and 
forest, — 

It was through this swamp and forest that, in 1920, 
Christ’s wiinesses from Ikau first forced théir way. 
Likumba, the Ikau native pastor, was hunted out ‘as a 
Mongo spy. 

But in August, 1925, a crowd of nearly five hundred 
gathered in a clearing in the forest made the day be- 
fore around a little pool. 

The woods resound to the tune of “Stand Up, Stand 
Up for Jesus,” but the words are in Ngombe. Out 
of the deep silence, a Ngombe voice is heard in prayer 
to the living God, asking blessing on those to be bap- 
tized and a loud Oko boa (Amen) follows from the 
throats of three long lines of Ngombe men and women, 
who then break out with “I’m Not Ashame” to Own 
My Lord.”: The Scripture is* read and explained and 
then not fewer than one hundred and one are ‘baptized, 
in obedience to the Great Commission. There are now 
329 of these once wild Ngombe in church fellowship 
in this district. 

It is no longer repelient to-skake hands with these 
folk. The jet pomade and old iron are gone, and 
though the’ deep face-cuttings remain they are worn 
with happier expression. In Likwanda, the village that 
turned Mr. Coxill away with jeers and scoffiing in 1921, 
there is now a church of fifty-four members. In Bosi- 
yele, the church built for two hundred is too small 
to hold those who want to come to prayer-meeting, and 
the Likungu villages are pleading for teachers. 


The Pioneer Mission Agency does not conduct mis- 
sions itself, but was organized to explore, to make new 
openings, to bring these openings to the attention of 
other societies and boards. Its annual. report is in- 
spiring reading. The most important recent results are 
among untouched language groups in South America. 
The Inland South America Missionary Union has en- 
tered fields which the Pioneer Mission Agency opened 
in three new areas. The Parecis Indians on the crest 
between the headwaters of the Tapajoz, a tributary 
of the Amazon, and the Paraguay river have been ap- 
proached; also the Nhambiquaia Indians at the head- 
waters of-the Juruena river and the Chiquitano In- 
dians who numbér hundreds of thousands. living in the 
EI Oriente district, Eastern Bolivia. 

A fourth movement of the Union has been for the 
evangelization of northeastern Peru. Students from 
the Bible Institute of Pennsylvania are-to begin pio- 
neering here. They will work out from Iquitos throu 
the five thousand miles of navigable waterways in 
Peru. The plans of the Evangelical Union of South 
America; t» Start work among the Caraja Indians on 
the Bananal Island on the Araguaya river, have been 
realized in the purchase of land and the sending of 
missionaries thither, 

The Christian and Missionary Alliance has recently sent 
its agents among the Jivaro headhunters, fifty thousand 
in number, in southern Ecuador and northern Peru 
It is increasing its staff among the Quecha-speaking 
Indians of Ecuador, has sent Mr. R, B. Clark among 
the Campas Indiaris on the river Pichis (Amazon 
watershed), and is to occupy the territory of the black- 
garbed Piura Indians. 

Mr. Legters, secretary of the Pioneer Mission 
Agency, writes: ~ 

“It has been my privilege to see, in my trip to Ar- 
gentine and Chile last spring, the remarkable move- 
ment of the missionary staff of the native church of 
the Alliance toward unoccupied territory. Most of 
the twelve foreign missionaries volunteered to carry 
the Gospel into the regions beyond and so to furnish 
missionary experience for the new missionary recruits 
from the United States. Eight have already gone 
and their places have been filled by natives trained in 
the Alliance Bible School. The native church is also 


_raising a fund'to send workers into the unreached re- 


gions of South America, In Chile, too, the strong 
national church has assumed the financial responsibility 


-of the graduates of the Alliance Bible School, and is 


pressing out to occupy the unevangelized places and 


_areas in southern Chile. The American, staff has given 


two of its members to work in’ southern Colombia. 


Giving a Missionary Vision for South America to 
North American Indians.—The Pioneer Mission 


“Agency has been able in the year past to give its 
-Services' without charge to these missionary -societies, 


An: important. and novel work of its secretary, Mr. 
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Lesson for March 28 
Review 


Legters, has been that of holding conferences among 
+ the Indians ‘of ;Qklahoma and Kansas. His first ad- 
dress was to. the annual: Western Oklahoma In- 
dian Workers’ Gonference at Anadarko, Okla. This 
‘was followed by a-series of addresses, on request, in 
the educational institutions of Oklahoma and Kansas, 
especially in those training Indian youth. Thirty- 
five such were’ delivered to student. audiences in 


ten institutions. “The interest was tremendous, No 
other. .word seems adequate to describe it. «In 
one. college, two missionary organizations were 


formed,.one of young men and one of young wo- 
men, all indians; to study and support work for 
évangelization of the Indians of Mexico and Central 
and Sonth America, A considerable part of .the fac- 
ulty of this college was interested to offer for for- 
eign missionary service among Indians. . The - inter- 
denominational committees that arranged these meet- 
ings asked that all the Indian missions be visited: in 
order that the. general Indian constituency might re- 
ceive the same information. 


The Annual Synod of the Iglesia Evangelica Pe- 
ruana, otherwise the Evangelical Church of Peru, was 
held this year at Muquiyauya, Peru. It was made up 
of horny-handed Indians, miners and farmers, sons 
of toil, who dwell in the great altitudes in obscure 
towns and villages, Some of these delegates came 
three days’ journey on foot, being too poor to pay 
motor car or train fares. Before the three days’ busi- 
ness sessions, there was a Bible institute devoted to 
Bible study, hymn learning, prayer, and. catechetical 
exercises. The evenings were given over to evangel- 
istic meetings, attended nightly by some one hundred 
point ignorant Indian men and women of. the neigh- 
borho 

The number of those who have definitely identified 
‘themselves with the congregations in the Evangelical 
Church in Central Peru is over nine hundred. But to 
this should be added a fringe of half-believers, which 
brings the number of those under the influence of the 
church up to fifteen hundred. Thus the church at 
Morococha reports only seventeen members and adult 
adherents, but the average at Sunday evening attend- 
dance is forty. In the Province of Yauyos, probably 
the most difficult to travel in in the whole Andean range, 
there are congregations in-Huantan, Yauyos, Allanca, 
Aucampi, and Tauripampa, organized a month ago into 
a presbytery. “The mining camps of Peru are our 
favorite seed plots,” explains Mr, Ritchie, the leader 
of this mission. “The Lord has. shown us the im- 
portance of holding these strategic centers to which 
the Indians come to work from the towns and villages 
of the whole region. There has been a real revival in 
two of these, Cerro and Goylarisquiaga. Indians evan- 
gelized at the mines have gone home and told their 
neighbors and relatives, and these in turn have sent 
for the evangelist. .This evangelist, José Calderon, 
pleaded with the synod to set apart at least one man 
to shepherd interested families in a dozen places named. 
“I have never heard a natiye beg for others with such 
quiet, deep, fervent effectiveness. The meeting was in- 
tensely moved and broke off other business to give 
itself to prayer.” 

Instruction was given in the duty of tithing by Mr. 
Calderon. Raimundo Barrios told of some who had 
started to cultivate the Lord’s acre for the support of 
Christian work, in most cases*running over the acre. 
The president of the synod described the prosperity 
of Argentine farmers and explained methods by which 
Peruvian farmers*could improve their agriculture and 
increase their income. This would enable them to stay 


at home the year round instead of going to the mines, * 


dangerous to body and soul. Questions about schools, 
cemeteries, and civil rights came up and evangelicals 
were urged to insist on their rights as citizens. The 
evangelical church must not get the name of a foreign 
sect. - f : 

“What a privilege it is to have a share in such a 
work as this,” concludes Mr. Ritchie, “Ten years ago, 
when we obtained liberty of worship, these meetings 
and all they represent would have seemed almost im- 
possible in our generation. This is the Lord’s doing 
and it is marvelous in our eyes.” 


Departure from first love, a lowering of spiritual 
level, something. akin to spinelessness, is what Mr, 
Martsinkhovsky observes in the movement in other 
countries. “Within the body of the Federation; as 
within Christianity as a whole, there is a struggle of 
two tendencies, the one heroic, the other one of com- 
promise. The first predominated in the beginning of 
the movement. Love of Christ, the crucified and risen 
Son of man, a call to repentance in the name of the 
blood shed on the cross, the happiness which forgive- 
ness imparts and spiritual resurrection, have been the 
unconquerable forces of this effort, 

“The other tendency is opportunism, characteristic 
of worldly Christianity. Only the acceptance of the 
whole Gospel, only the love of Christ himself, who has 
redeemed us by his love, can combine obedience and 
iiberty because love is the very liberty of obedience. 
Only this mystic blessed force can win in the world- 
battle between Christ and Antichrist, which is comin 
to an issue in Russia also. We see the lightnings of 
this conflict, which is reducing to ashes everything that 
is not founded on the rock of the living Christ. Chris- 
tianity, when weakened by Modernism, not only cannot 
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stand, but even puts weapons in the hands of the 
enemy. 

“The Sadducees are taking away the Gospel; 
Pharisees are adding to it, but we, in the words of our 
Constitution, want to be ‘disciples of Christ. And to 
this end we must be strict in the acceptance of active 
members and particularly of the leaders in the move- 
ment. According to the Russian practice, active mem- 
bership is limited to students who through the study 
of the Gospel in Bible circles have found Christ and 
new life in him, because only such students can help 
those who are seeking. ‘Are you ready to die for 
Christ?’ has been the question usually put to the newly 
initiated active members by one of. our workers who 
is now undergoing a long term of imprisonment in the 
Solovetsk monastery. 

“The world is eager not for discussions regarding 
God but for God himself. Only living apostolic faith 
once delivered to thé saints can lead the crisis of 
the Federation to a satisfactory solution.” 


African Notes.—Mention was made some months 
ago of Canon Apolo, .the Baganda missionary among 
the Mboga and pygmies of Central Africa. Miss Love 
of the Africa Inland Mission passed through his sta- 
tion lately, arid has this to say of him. He is a real 
old “Uncle Tom.” BeSide his forty evangelists who 
specialize in work among the pyginies, he has thirty 
lovely girls who are teaching other girls. Eight of 
them were trained in the English school at Toro, 

“The visit with this dear old™man and seeing his work, 
gave us all inspiration, and made us reaiize the pos- 
sibilities in these raw heathen with whom we have to 
deal... Apolo has a nice little two-room house all fixed 
up for white folks who visit him. There we stayed 
all night. In the villages near Mboga, there are many 
believers because of the work he and his evangelists 
have done.” 

We read in our church histories of St. Boniface and 
‘St. Ansgar and St. Columba, and it is well that we 





A French Statesman’s Choice 





M. Herriot, President of the Chamber of 
Deputies, of France, is a socialist and free 
thinker, but he knows the difference hetween 
primitive and corrupt Christianity. In the 
Chamber he said recently : 


“Gentlemen, we would be the first to 
render homage to that primitive church 
which proclaims tHe rights of the spirit 
against the rights which force arrogates. For 
me there are two forms of religion. There 
is a religion which wishes to be only an 
apostolate. This religion comes from Him 
who died at men’s hands and wished to die 

. for men. This religion, spiritual in all its 
purposes, ought to be constantly as spiritual 
in its metheds, It is respectful to all, to be- 
lievers as well as to unbelievers. But there 
is a religion which according to the wishes 
of some would constitute itself a super-state, 
call itself the preserver and heir of auth- 
ority,—that authority which force would 
give it over the gentleness which is the es- 
sence of Christianity. For my part, I am 
(and all must choose) against the religion 
of the super-state, and for the apostolic 
religion.” 





_tiously. 


the 








remember these apostles who first evangelized northern 
Europe, In our own day we have many, many such who 
are worthy to take a similar high place in history. 
Dr. Elmslie, who has just left Ngoniland for Scot- 
land after a life-time of service, is one of these. He 
came to a savage, truculent people, living for war and 
in war, and he left them peaceful and industrious. 
When he first dealt with them, Christ was unknown to 
them. When he left there were 25,000 with some 
church connection and 5,500 in full communion in 
eleven. organized churches. He came to an illiterate 
people who thought of books as magic. He left them 
with 200 schools and 450 native teachers and thousands 
able to read. He came to them under suspicion. He 
carried away the fine gold of a nation’s love and rev- 
erence. . 

Mr, Roseberry of Kankan, French Guinea, writes me 
of the mass movement on the Ivory Coast, its wonders 
and its needs. The English Wesleyans have gone to 
the help of these new Christians, but they are also 
calling for French workers since the French authori- 
ties look upon English missions with their usual sus- 
picion, ~ The churches of new Christians are grouped 
along a vast lagoon on the edge of the Ivory Coast, 
and if the Wesleyan missionaries could but secure a 
motor-launch they could manage much more expedi- 


« 157 


Mr, Good of Dabou is in charge, with twenty- 
five native catechists under him, who have come hither 
to help from the Gold Coast, Togoland, and the Cam- 
erouns. They are overworked, young catechists being 
responsible for four churches, with membership run- 
ning from five hundred to twelve hundred and sixty- 
five. Thousands are literally waiting to-be instructed 
in the faith, They have purchased Bibles and keep 
them wrapped in a cloth on the table in their churches 
waiting for some one to come and teach them about 
Christ. These people were but yesterday sunk in the 
practices of witchcraft and superstition and were often 
cannibals 


In Defense of the Sadhu Singh.—The attacks of the 
Jesuits upon Sadhu Singh have been exhaustively an- 
swered by Professor Heiler of. Marburg University, 
in a work, Apostel oder Betruger (Apostle or De- 
ceiver), which leaves nothing to be desired as to com- 
pleteness or accuracy. There are many letters from 
the Sadhu answering the charges and complaints of the 
Jesuits in detail; then a long series of testimonies from 
Christians who. know the Sadhu and his work; then a 
review of all that has been written concerning this 
Indian Christian in Western current literature, both 
Catholic and Protestant, and’ finally a detailed study 
of the Jesuit criticisms which demolishes them for 
good and all time, 


The Russian Bible Concordance, on which Russian 
evangelical refugees at Wernigerode near Berlin have 
been hard at work since the war is now finished, a noble 
volume of 1,278 pages with 125,000 citations. The 
first two copies have gone +to Leningrad. This is the 
accomplishment of the mission, Licht im Osten, and is 
a splendid gift to the great revival that is movikg 
Russia in many places. There is a famine of Bibles 
in Russia, and Mr. Neprash describes it in a contri- 
bution to the Watchman and Examiner. One of the 
best Baptist pastors in Southern Russia is a Mr. 
Melitza. He looks after forty churches. For forty- 
three years he has been a preacher. Now he writes 
that he is thankful to the Lord that he was taught 
the trade of bookbinding in his youth. Coming in from 
the care of the churches, he devotes his time to re- 
pairing old Bibles and Testaments. It is, he says, 


. wearisome work, patching torn sheets, pasting loose 


ones together, washing\ 0 off dirt accumulated from thou- 
sands of dirty hands. e gets tired working on a book 
of a thousand pages, hang ‘as soon as I recall that it is 
the Book of books, the Word of God, it brings me 
much joy. I feel myself fortunate to have the priv- 
ilege of putting together old, torn, worn-out Bibles to 
bring them into use again.” 

The two chief Protestant churches in Belgium, in 
1910, under the leadership of the great botanist Theo- 
phile Durand and of Adolphe Greiner, the general 
manager of the Cockerill plant (one of the chief -in- 
dustries in Belgium), established a Protestant mission 
on the Congo. In 1921, at the suggestion of the gov- 
ernment, this society undertook to reorganize the work 
of the German mission in Ruanda. M. Henri Anet 
was appointed to carry out the plan. There are now 
six Belgians and two French Protestants in this mis- 
sion.. Three stations are running with schools, hos- 
pitals, and the like. In the two dispensaries of the 
mission there were 18,000 treatments last year. There 
is also promising industrial work, one Belgian lady 
missionary having devised a method ‘of making car- 
pets from banana fiber and organized workshops, where 
native women, abandoned by their husbands who have 
become soldiers, can earn their living in a self-respect- 
ing way. 

The Institut Biblique at Nogent-sur-Marne reports 
on the placing of its recent graduates. M. Bordigoni 
is assistant pastor in the French church on the Island 
of Jersey, a very dive church. He preaches in the open 
air to the hundreds of Bretons who come each year 
to sell vegetables in the island; M. Alber has gone 
to the Oubangi-Chari_region (Africa), as an indus- 
trial missionary; M. Funé is going to Annam, under 
the Christiam and Missionary Alliance; M. Moriss is 
in Tunis; M. Escher’‘is drawn to preach the Gospel 
to the Jews of Paris; Mlle. Marzolff is taking nurs- 
ing training at the Paris House of Deaconesses, pre- 
paratory to mission work in Africa; M. Charlet is 
evangelizing among the rag-pickers of the Porte st. 
Ouen and oni the Montmartre; Mm. Jacot, Jordan, and 
others, have becomé French _pastors. M. Saillens, the 
head of the Institute, says, “Our young men and wo- 
men easily find places for Christian work. From many 
sides there are calls for them, more than we can supply. 
The need for positive and pronouncedly evangelical 
preaching makes itself felt more and more.’ 
Saillens rejoices over the advance which faithful evan- 
gelization is making in France. Pastor and Mme. Per- 
rot in recent evangelistic journeys through France and 
Switzerland report much that is encouraging, as 
M. Faivre of Bordeaux who evangelizes in the east 
of France. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
we 


How may we know temptation, and how may we 
best meet it api oe bf Answers will be found in 
Mr. Howard’s valuable little book, “Temptatien” 
(The Sunday School Times Co., Philadelphia, 75 cts.; 
postage, § cts.). 
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Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addreased to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 





ere rst 
ene 


Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 














Dear Mother Ruth: I am a girl of nineteen, a minister’s 
daughter, and have a Sunday-school class of eleven girls 
of about my owh age, who come out regularly. I read the 
answers given in The Sunday School Times to the Girls’ 
Problems and am very much interested in them, I wonder 
if you would answer a problem which is perplexing me? 

I have a friend who is not a church-member, and is a won- 
derful Christian. My friend does not feel like joining the 
church because there are members who do not live as. she 
thinks a Christian should in the church, and who should 
be an example for others. Is she doing right?—A FRIEND 
OF YOURS. 


EAR FRIEND: Your friend gives‘an excuse that 
is of great age, for remaining out of the church. 
The Bible tells us we are to “assemble ourselves to- 
gether,” and we are in a church because Christ founded 
it. It was the first work of the disciples to form one, 
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We are not perfect in any sense of the word, but we 
are of one mind in serving the Lord, and in believing 
in him and in his blood to wash away our sins. We 
are distinctly told: in the Bible that we are to “lift 
up the hands which .hang down, and the feeble knees.” 
All through the Word we are taught to “bear one an- 
other’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.” It 
is a fellowship of helpfulness in every way, and where 
can you better express this than to be yoked together 
in church relation? Of course there will be those who 
are not of the “true vine,” but again we are told to 
“Let both grow together until the harvest,” and then 
when the Lord of the harvest comes he will “separate 
one from the other,” and until then we must do our 
work as best we see it, and remember that not one of 
us can hold up our lives for patterns, but hold to the 
Master as the only pattern. Read Matthew 13, and 
I wish you would get a Scofield Reference Bible and 
mark the comments, specially on verses 24 to 30. In- 
deed, the whole chapter will be enlightening. Oh, 
urge your friend to get up shoulder to shoulder with 


those who are following the dear Lord, and tell her .b 


to give of her goodness and to help cover the “sins 
of the saints,” for love covereth! : 
Urge her not to sit in judgment om the church, but 
to be a helper for Christ’s sake! Until he come! And 
if perchance he comes soon, would she like to tell her 
Lord that she stayed out of the church because. she 
was so much better than they that she did not want 
to be numbered with them? No, better be numbered 
with those who bear his name, and then !2t him do the 
purging when he comes. Get up close and help! 








New Light on the Ciucifixion 


The solemn hush sensed in John’s record 
P of Calvary’s tragedy 








By A. T. Schofield, M.D. 


Seaman 











This is the third in a series of four remarkable articles on the 
physician and well-known Bible expositor, which are appeari: 
International Sunday School Lessons in the Gospel of John. 


hool Ti 


booklet form, and may be ordered from The Sunday 


Crucifixion from Great Britain’s distinguished 
in The Sunday School Times as sideligh{s on the 
he entire series is now being published in attractive 
imes Company, Philadelphia, at 25 cents a copy, 


or $2.50 a dozen, plus-10 percent for postage. 


E HAVE now reached the point where we must 

‘consider the words of the last Gospel, so long 

discredited by the critics as not on a level with 
the Synoptics but open to grave suspicion. It was 
not until some sixty years ago that the discovery of 
two copies of the Diatessaron of Tatian, an Arabian 
bishop who wrote lis Harmony of the Four Evangel- 
ists soon after the death of John, set the question of 
the status of John’s Gospel in the Canon for ever at 
rest. The Bishop puts the whole four, as inspired rec- 
ords, on an absolute equality. The attempt to attribute 
this Gospel to a presbyter John, instead of to the well- 
known. apostle, the aged patriarch of Ephesus, cannot 
be discussed here. For the purpose of this monograph 
we accept the current view that John the beloved apos- 
tle was its undoubted author. We give a portion of the 
text of John 19 from the Authorized Version: 

‘Verse 17. And he bearing his cross went forth: into 
a place called of a skull, which is called in the He- 
brew Golgotha: 

Verse 18. Where they crucified him, and two other 
with him, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst. 

Verses 19 to 24. Omitted. 

Verse 25. Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his 
mother,® and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 
Cleophas,® and Mary Magdalene. 

Verse 26. When Jesus therefore,saw his mother, and 
the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto 
his mother, WOMAN, BEHOLD THY SON*! 

Verse 27. Then saith he to the disciple, BEHOLD 
THY MOTHER®! And from that hour the disciple 
took her unto his own home, 

Verse 28. After this, Jesus knowing that all things 
were now accomplished, that the scripture might be 
fulfilled, saith, I THIRST, 

Verse 29. Now there was set a vessel full of vine- 
gar: and they filled a spunge with vinegar, and put 
it upon hyssop, and it to his mouth, 

Verse 30, When Jesus therefore had received the 
vinegar, he saith, IT IS FINISHED®; and he bowed 
his head, and gave up the ghost. 
3In spite of this, a well-known commentator, Dr. Bullinger, 

persists there were five crosses and gives a picture of a 

place in Brittany where a representation of them can 

be seen at Ploubézéré, near Lannion, Brittany. See Ap- 
pendix 163, Companion Bible. 

* His mother’s name was Maria. 

®Cf, Luke 24:18 (or Alphaeus). 

On three occasions only it is recorded Christ addressed 
his mother: when he was twelve, in implied rebuke (Luke 
2:40); when he was over thirty at Cana, also in implied 
rebuke (John 2:4); and here. 

SIt is probable that these words were before noon. The 
remaining two sayings were after three o’clock (see v. 
28). We thus get three words before the darkness, and 
three after besides the bitter cry. 

* Tetelestai was the Greek word, which it is possible Christ 
here actually used, as he was not addressing the common 
peopie, 


As I write down this account of the crucifixion-by 
the beloved disciple, the first thing that strikes me is 
its extreme baldness. A second thought, however, dis- 
likes the somewhat unseemly word and substitutes for 
it—its solemn and impressive silences; for when we 
have had time to breathe this atmosphere of the Fourth 
Gospel we shall feel instinctively with Moses that the 
place whereon we stand is holy ground (Exod, 3:5); 
and our shoes are put off our feet as we recall the 
awful vision of Isaiah 6. 

In the Synoptics, widely though Luke differs from 
the first two, we get the picture of the divine MAN, 
whereas John presents to us, in majestic lines, the fig- 
ure of the DIVINE Man, The opening of John’s 
Gospel, equally with its close, speaks of Divinity, as 
clearly as Matthew, Mark, and Luke present Human- 
ity. Both, needless to say, are companion glories of 
the Lord. As men ourselves, we feel more at home 
in the triumphs of the VICTOR than in the silent 
record of him who dared to say, IAND MY FATHER 
ARE ONE; and a closer survey reveals still greater 
marvels. 

As we slowly re-read the passage, however, it seems 
again full of emptiness. Where are thuse terrible 
fifteen details of the sufferings of Christ? - Not only 
gone absolutely, but there is no trace of any suffering 
at all. Indeed, had we but this one Gospel, it would 
be impossible to grasp what the cross wes to Christ, 
and in full keeping with this the agcsy in Gethsemane, 
the “strong crying and tears,” ‘which would have been 
wholly unintelligible, is entirely omitted by John. Do 
we not here again get evidences of some design? 

Perhaps it is still more remarkable that not only 
have all insults vanished, but all praise of Christ as 
well. Gone are all the Gentile and Jewist: testimonies 
to his sinless perfection. All, all is silence,—as it ap- 

ars to me, the intense and awful silence of the divine 

resence itself, 

I wonder if one may be permitted here, in deep 
reverence, to adapt one verse from the immortal Re- 
cessional, 

“The tumult and the shouting dies; 
The captains and the kings depart; 
Still stands Thine ancient sacrifice, 
An humble? and a conirite? heart: 
Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet, 
Lest we forget, lest we forget!” 


We have noted the silence, the absence of all that 
characterizes the Synoptics, all that John does not say. 
It is perhaps time briefly to consider what he does 
tell us of the crucifixion. We observe that while 
Matthew and Mark give us one bitter cry only, Luke 
gives us three more utterances, —two before the dark- 
ness and one after. Here in John, we get the other 
three which complete the seven; one beforé and two 
after the unnamed hours of darkness. 


2See Matthew 11 : 29. 





2See Psalm 60 : 20, 
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Perhaps the first point to note in the account of the 
Fourth Gospel is that both Luke and John introduce 
women at the actual crucifixion. Matthew and Mark 
3 not, though they mention a company of women 
“beholding afar off.” The three of these that are 
there. named (after Christ’s death) are Mary Mag- 
dalene, Mary the mother of James and Joses (or 
Joseph, according to another reading), and the mother 
of Zebedee’s children (of whom the beloved disciple 
was one), whose own name, according to Mark, was 
Salome, This Mary was the wife of Cleophas (see 
John 19:25) who there stood by. the cross. James 
her son was one of the apostles (see Matt. 10:3), and 
Mark calls him James the Less (Mark 15:40). Joses 
is not elsewhere named. They were not the James 
and Joses, the brothers of the Lord, none of whom 
were apostles, but were Christ’s cousins, 

The women in Luke cry out; at the cross in John 
no voice is heard but. Christ’s, who speaks first to his 
mother, then to his beloved disciple, then to his Roman 
guard (fulfilling Scripture), and lastly to his. Father 
y name, 

We presume ‘it is generally understood that in Greek 

gune has none of the harshness that attaches to our 
English word, “Woman.” “WOMAN, BEHOLD 
THY SON,” spoken to orie who kept all Christ’s say- 
ings in her heart might here well bear a double mean- 
ing, as she beheld Jesus, with outstretched arms, nailed 
to his cross. It was at such a supreme moment she 
would experience the fulfilment of the prophecy of 
the aged Simeon in the temple, over thirty years be- 
fore, “Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul 
also.” 

It is worthy of note that while Jesus literally took 
the place of Barabbas, a: murderer, on the cross, he 
gave at the same time his own place among men as 
the Virgin’s son to John, his beloved apostle. 

Some further little points of interest crop up here, 
well worth noting. One is that in Greenfield’s well- 
known Greek Testament, in Matthew 27:17, he in- 
serts in the margin, “Jesus” before Barabbas as an 
additional reading, suggesting that the choice of the 
Jews was between the two, both called Jesus: one the 
Bar-abbas (Aramaic), or son of his father (the 
Devil) ; the other (also Bar-abbas) the true Son of 
His Father— God; and they chose the Devil’s Jesus, 
instead of the Jesus also called Christ, the Anointe&t 
of God. Jesus was a very common name at the time. 
This gives a dramatic force to the exchange which ig 
otherwise completely missed, 


(To be concluded in next week’s issue) 
4 
Our Appreciation Service 
By Hilda Richmond 


Pace year thirty or more of our bright young 
people graduate from the public schools, and in 
their honor we give a little appreciation service. of 
some sort, Many of them»are faithful to the school 
and in training for future usefulness at’ home and else- 
where. Of course, they find the last days of school 
life crowded with graduation, class day, banquets, and 
other social honors, so we usually wait until a week or 
two after the great events. : : 

The opening exercises of -the school are shortened 
and time saved in every way to give an opportunity 
for the little service which takes place of the clos- 
ing exercises. The ,raduates are gathered in the place 
of honor reserved for them in front, and the whole 
school assembles for the closing. Some schools have 
the parents sit in the seats just behind the class, but 
we have not started that fine custom as yet. — 

y is chosen to give a five or eight minutes’ 
address appropriate to the occasion. The emphasis, of 
course, is placed on the spiritual side of education and 
the spiritual opportunities for life investment. The 
aim is to crowd as much inegereinen: and helpfuiness 
into the brief period as possible and assure the young 
people that the school is proud of their attainments and 
expects great things from them in the future, 

Then comes the little gift of flowers or whatever 
is selected by the committee. Last year we gave the 
New Testament beautifully and substantially bound to 
each young man and young woman. The year before 
that we used flowers. The advantage in giving the 
book is that it lasts and always has pleasant associa- 
tions, while flowers quickly fade, | 

The cost was slight in comparison to the good the 
service did us all. It is a permanent custom, and each 

ear our graduates will have some public recognition. 
t makes parents and pupils happy and furnishes one 
more occasion to make. graduation an important event 
in young life, by placing a spiritual emphasis on the 
education and the choice of a life career. 

Kenton, OnIO. 

we 


A series of articles in booklet form on “How We 
Won and Held a Large Attendance,” including the 
prise winning article of a Sunday School Twnes con- 
test will be found most helpful by all Sunday-school 
workers (The Sunday School Times Co., Philadel- 
phia, 25 cents; postage, 2 cents). 
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LESSON 13. MARCH 
\ 


International Uniform Lesson 


Golden Text.—These are written, that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 


believing ye may have life in his name.—John 20 : 31 


28. REVIEW: THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 


ee 














The Lesson as a Whole 
By W. Graham Scroggie 
The Fourth Gospel ‘ 


HIS week we are to contemplate the Fourt 

Gospel as. a whole. Survey ‘study of this sort 

is too-much neglected,-and in consequence we are 
greatly impoverished. There are values which come 
to- light in survey study which cannot be seen, or, at 
least seen so well, in analytic study. Each of these 
Records is a whole, with its own individudlity, with 
its own plan.and characteristics, with its own features 
and flavor; therefore we should endeavor to grasp 
the significance of each as ‘a whole. 


The Synoptists and John 


Even the most careless reader of these Records must 
have observed, not only that each is different from all 
the rest, but also that the Fourth is different from the 
other three viewed together (Synoptic). Difference 
of style we would. expect to find, and that is easily 
explained by the peculiarities of John’s own tempera- 
ment, ‘by the type of- mind on which-“were: impressed 
the Master’s character, words, and’ works. But great 
as is the difference in style, greater still is the differ- 
ence in subject matter. Roughly speaking, the whole 
of this Gospel is new material with the exception of 
4: 43-45; 6: 1-21; 11:55 to 12:19; 13: 1-38; 18:1 to 
19:42; 20: 1-10, 19-23; and even in these parallels 
there are great variations. How, then, are the differ- 
ences between John and the Synoptists to be explained? 
Undoubtedly by having regard to the time at which 
he wrote his Record,’ which, of course, affected his 
aim, 

It is agreed that the Synoptic Gospels were in cir- 
culation before A. D; 70. In that year the Romans 
overthrew Jerusalem, and from that disaster the Jews 
have not yet recovered. For the next twenty-five years, 
or thereabout, no apostolic voice Was heard, and then 
about A. D. 95, the last of the apostles was inspired 
to write a Gospel, three Epistles, and an Apocalypse. 
Clearly the Fourth Gospel presupposes the other three 
Records.. The Evangelist assumes that the contents 
Df his predecessor’s Gospels are known to his readers. 
Why then should he cover again the ground over which 
they had gone? And what more natural than, that, out 
of his: memory’s rich store, quickened by the Holy 
Spirit,:he should put on record some of the things 
which the other three had omitted! 

Furthermore, two other’ considerations help to soive 
the problem, namely (1) that by -the time: this apostle. 
wrote,: the Christian Church was two generations old, 
and he. was able to reinterpret the Messianic story in 
the light of that Society; and (2) that by long con- 
templation John was better able to understand the full 
significance of his Master’s mysterious personality. 
These considerations show that whereas the first three 
Records are Synoptical, the Fourth is Supplementary. 
They set fotth what was Outward and Public in, our 
Lord’s ministry, but it, what was Inward and Private. 
They show the Christ in an Earthly light, but it, in a 
Heavenly. They emphasize his Works, but it, his 
Words. They leave us in no doubt as to Jesus’ Human- 
ity, but it leaves us in no doubt as to his Deity. In 
short, it may be said, the three furnish the Body, which 
is inhabited by the Spirit of the Fourth, , 


The Purpose of This Record 


The purpose is plainly declared in 20: 30, 31. “Many 
other signs therefore did Jesus in the presence of the 
disciples, which are not written in this book; but 
these are written, that ye may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye may 
have life in his name.” 

These words define the scope of this Gospel, By 
it a conviction will be produced, and 2 blessing will be 
bestowed. The conviction is with regard to the Per- 
son of Christ,— “that ye may believe that Jesus, the 
perfect. man, is the Christ, the fulfiller of the hopes 
and promises of Israel;-and the Son of God, the ful- 
filler of the destiny of mankind”; and the blessing 
which accompanies a living faith in this man, who is 
also God, is the blessing of eternal life. 


The Miracles Recorded by John 

Of our Lord’s thirty-five miracles, this Evangelist 
records eight only, and of these eight six are peculiar 
to his Gospel. They are as follows: 
. The water turned to wine (2: 1-11). 
. The nobleman’s son healed (4: 46-54). 
.The paralytic at Bethesda (5: 1-15). 
The feeding of the five thousand (6: 1-15). 
The walking on the sea (6: 16-21). 
. The restoration of the man born blind (9: 1-12). 
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7. The raising of Lazarus (11: 17-44). 
8. The miraculous draught of fishes (21: 1-12), 


Of these, the fourth and fifth only are recorded 
elsewhere. Now, an examination of these “signs” will 
show that they furnish:a higher digplay of power over 
the ordinary laws and course of nature than do the 
miracles of the other Gospels. In the first, Christ 
iransforms the very nature of the substance with which 
he deals. In the. second, he bestows a great blessing 
at a distance. In the third, of the many palsied, whom 


Christ cured, John tells of one who had been afflicted, 


for thirty-eight years. In the sixth, of the many to 
whom Christ gave sight, this Evangelist chooses the 
case of one who had been born blind, In the seventh, 
whereas the Synoptists tell of the raising to life of 
a girl just dead, and Luke, of a young man on the way 
to the grave, John tells of the raising of one who had 
been in the tomb for four days. In the eighth is re- 
lated a miracle which Jesus wrought after he was 
risen from the dead. 

These. “signs” are recorded by John not simply be- 


cause they are so wonderful, but because the profound- . 


est spiritual reasonings, discourses, and conversations 


« of Jesus are connected with them. For example, Num- 


ber 3 leads to a discourse concerning himself and his 
relation to the Father (5: 19-47). : 
the sublime utterance on Christ as the Bread of Life 
(6: 26-59). Number.6 leads to the revelation of Christ 
as the at and the Shepherd (9:39 to 10:21). 

In 1, Christ inaugurates the new dispensation, — the 
wine of Christianity takes the place of the water of 
Judaism. In 2, Christ is our. Health; in 3, our 
Strength; in 4, our. Sustenance; in 5, our Guardian; 
in 6, our Light; in 7, our Life; and in 8, he brings 
us to the everlasting shore of peace where he himself 
is waiting to receive us. 

But the design of this Gospel to produce conviction 
with a view to bestowing blessing is evident not only 
in these “signs,” but»also in the plan of the book. . 


The Plan of the Whole Record 
Here God reveals himself in and through his Son 
as Life, and Light, and Love. Each of these notes is 
struck both in the Prologue and the Epilogue, and they 
supply the key to the body of the book. I submit the 
following outline for your consideration. 
ProtocuE (1: 1-18) — The Past, 
Life (vs, 1-5), Light (vs. 6-14), Love (vs. 15-18). 
I. Tue REvELATION oF Gop To THE Wortp AS LIFE 
(1:19 to 12: 50). 
“1. The Life Announced -(1: 19 to 2: 11). 
(rt) The Witness of the Baptist (1: 19-34). 
(2) The Witness of the Disciples (1: 35-58). 
(3) The Witness of Nature (2: 1-11). 
2. The Life Acknowledged (2:12 to 4: 54). 
(1) In Judea. The Ruler‘ (2: 12 to 3: 36). 
(2) In Samaria. The Adulteress (4: 1-42). 
(3) In Galilee. The Nobleman (4: 43-54). 








Lesson Calendar for the First Quarter 


s. January 3.—The Son of God Becemes Man...John 1 : 1-18 
Golden Text: John 1: 14 
2. January 10.—Five Men Believe on Jesus ....John 1 : 19-51 
Golden Text: John 1:29 
3. January 17.—Jesus and Nicodemus 
John 3:13-17; 7 3 4$-52; 19: 38-42 
Golden Text: John 3: 16 


_ 4 January 24.—Jesus and the Samaritan Woman 


John 4: 1-42 
Golden Text: Isaiah 12:33 
5. January 31.—Jesus Feeds Five Thousand Men, John 6: 1-71 
Golden Text: John 6: 35 
6. February 7.—Jesus Heals and Saves a Blind Man 
John 9% 1-41 
Golden Text: John 8:12 
7. February 14.—Jesus the Good Shepherd ..John 10: 1-30 
- Golden Text: John 10:11 
8. February 21.—Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead 
John 11:1 to 12:13 
Golden Text: John 11 : 25 
9. February 28—Jesus Teaches Respect for Law 
(Temperance Lesson.) .«........00- Matthew 22: 15-22 
Golden Text: Matthew 5:17 


10. March 7.—Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet, John 13 : 1-17 


Golden Text: Matthew 20: 2 
31. March 14.—Last Words of Jesus with His Disciples 
; John, chapters 14 to 17 
Golden Text: John 14:6 
12. March 21.—Jesus Dies and Rises from the Dead 
John 18:1 to 20:23 
Golden Text: John 10: 17 
13. March 28.—Review: The Gospel. of John 
Golden Text: John 20 ; 31 


Number 4 leads to 


3. The Life Antagonized (chaps, 5 to 12). 
(1) The Controversy Aroused (5: 1-18), 
(2) The Controversy Developed (5:19 to 10: 42). 
ad The Controversy Concluded (chaps, 11 and 
I2). 


II. THe ReEvELATION. oF Gop To THE DiscIPLes AS 
Licut (chaps. 13 to 17). 
1. Introduction to the Light -for them (13: 1-30). 
+ Impartation of the Light to them (13:31 to 16: 
33). : 


3. Intercession for the Light in them (chap, 17). 


III. Tue Reveration or Gop To THE DiscIPLES AND 
THE Wor tp As Love (chaps. 18 to 20). 


1. The Trial of Divine Love (18:1 to 19: 16). 

2. The Tragedy of Divine Love (19: 17-42). 

3. The Triumph of Divine Love (chap. 20). 
Epirocue (chap. 21) — The Future. 

Life (vs, 1-14), Love (vs, 15-17), Light (vs. 18-25). 


That there is plan in this Gospel no one will deny, 
but the discovery of it; will depend upon what the de- 
vout student conceives to be the central idea of the 
whole. ‘I regard that idea to be the revelation, of the 
Father, through the Son, to the Church and the world; 
but every analysis which does justice to the main facts 
of the Record must be considered. 


John and Christ 


All this apostle’s writings gather around the Person 
of Christ. The-Gospel shows that the Man of Galilee 
was God. The Epistles show that it was God who 
became Man, The Revelation shows that the ultimate 
victory is through and for*the God-Man. Matthew and 
Luke relate the details concerning’ the conception and 
birth ef Jesus, but John takes us back into eternity 
and shows. us the Eternal Son who was with God, and 
who is God (1:1). This Evangelist does not leave 
us in any -dewbt as to Christ’s real humanity, for he 
tells us that he hungered and ate, grew weary, and 
rested, grieved and wept; but everywhere shining 
through his humanity is his true divinity. In his re- 
peated claim to be the “I AM” is revealed the fullest 
possible exhibition of his Personh and Work, and of 
that perfect satisfaction for the spiritual wants of all 
men which is to be found only in him. “Before Abra- 
ham was, I AM.” And this Eternal One relates him- 
self to us. “I am the bread of life.” “I am the light 
of the worki.” “I am the door of the sheep.” “I am 
the good shepherd.” “I am the resurrection and the 
life.” “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” “I am 
the true vine.” “I am a King.” “I am your Master 
and Lord.” He is the Center and Source of all things; 
like, and yet, so unlike us. ‘ 

Considerations of space compel us to bring this talk 
to a close, but you should pursue many other lines of 
fruitful study in this inexhaustible Record, 
Suggestive Lines of Study 

1. John’s Characters. Mary the mother of Jesus, 
John the Baptist, Andrew, Peter, Philip, Thomas, 
Martha and Mary of Béthany, Nicodemus, Nathanael, 
the Samaritan woman, the nobleman, the man born 
blind, the man healed at Bethesda, John himself, Pilate, 
Caiaphas, Judas. And of groups — the disciples, Jesus’ 
brothers, the Samaritans, the Jews, the multitude, the 
Pharisees, the Priests. “If these groups and individ- 
uals are creations of the imagination, it is no exag- 
geration to say that the author of the Fourth Gospel 
is a genius superior to Shakespeare” (Plummer). 

2. Fohn’s Symbolism, The Rig as (2:19). Wind 
(3:8). Water (4:10). Hidden Food (4: 32). Har- 
vest (4:35). Rivers (7:37). Light 8:12). The 
Door (10: 1-6). The Shepherd (10:11). The Sheep 
(10: 27). The True Vine (15: 1).- 

3. John’s Vocabulary. Father (of God, 121). Be- 
lieve (98). World (78). Know (55). Verily (52). 
Witness (47). Sent (38). Truth (25). Name_(25). 
Works (23). Gaze upon (23). Light (23). Glorify 
(22). Glory (20). Judge (19). Abide (18). Love (18). 
Signs (17). Eternal Life (15). Judgment (11). Dark- 
ness (9), Manifest (8). Flesh (8). Last Day (7). 
«The figures refer to the number of times the word 
occurs. ) 


4. Johnis Geography. In what connection does he 
refer to Bethsaida, Nazareth, Cana, Capernaum, Jeru- 
salem, Aenon, Sychar, Samaria, Bethesda, Tiberias, 
Bethlehem, Olivet, Bethany, the Cedron, Golgotha? 

5. John’s Theology. Follow out the teaching of 
Christ by this apostle on thee following subjects: God, 
Christ, The. Holy Spirit, Man, Sin, Regeneration, The 
Church, The World, Satan, Faith, Unbelief, The Sec- 
ond Advent, Future Judgment, Heaven. 

BELIEVE and LIVE (20: 30, 31). 


Po 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is, an unusual 
one, und accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Professor Ellis, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried assign- 
ing some of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 
OMPARING with Matthew who traces the genalogy of 
Jesus back to Abraham, and with Luke, who goes 
back to Adam, how far back does John trace? 
2. Where does John begin with the Gospel story? 
3. What are the three great verbs in John’s Gospel? 
4. What is John’s expressed main purpose in writing? 
5. How may we know what is the message of the Gospel 
of John? 
6. What kind of biography is this Gospel? 
7. What situation forecast in the prologue is manifest 
throughout the record in the book of John? 
8. Our Lord is central in all the lessons of the Quarter, 
What is the reason for this? 
9. Why did the Lord Jesus spend so much of his time 
in Galilee? 
10. Who helped the Master feed the multitudes? 
11. How many miracles are recorded in John’s Gospel? 
What does John call them all? 


12, Why does John use this term and why just these 
miracles? 


13. What did Jesus himself say about the testimony of 
these signs? 


14. What two diverging themes run through this Gospel? 
Why? ' 

15. How many times do the words “sign” and “work” or 
“works” appear in this Gospel? What is the significance 
of this emphasis? 


16. To whom did the Lord Jesus first appear after he rose 
from the dead? 


17. Have you believed? Do you have life in his name? 
(Personal.) 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Review 
By William H. Ridgway 


Lesson 1.—The Son of God Becomes Man, (John 
1: 1-18). Whenever light is desired in the dark places 
of the world, whether across the seas or down town, 
just take The Light into those places. We call it 
Foreign Missions and Rescue Work. The Life with 
the capital “L” brings life with the little “1.” Only 
Christendom sends flour cargoes to the hungry. In 
this lesson we found one’s “own,” whether neighbors 
or country, is not apt to appreciate him. “A man is 
never a hero.to his valet.” You never get far or have 
a comfortable time in mill, office, ship—or world if 
you don’t “stand in” with the Captain. 


Lesson 2.—Five Men Believe on Jesus (John 1: 
19-51). This was a lesson in which we got into the 
life worth while. There is so much joy and happiness 
in this worth-while life that Heaven is always wooing 
us with divine love. Never know what a day may 
bring forth, The hard job of bringing the brother 
because Satan does not want us to do so. The secret 
of being beautiful. Not good looking, but looking 
good. Any man or woman cafi have it by being “good.” 
This was a fine lesson. 


Lesson 3.—Jesus and Nicodemus (John 3: 1-17; 7: 
45-52; 19: 38-42). Jesus is always scientific ((diction- 
ary: “Agreeing with ascertained facts”) and never 
more so than in this greatest of all lessons. Flesh 
is born of flesh and spirit is born of Spirit, The 
country club Sunday smashers would be bored stiff in 
the livest Sunday-school, and we chureh folks would 
be knocked stiff to have to sit through Sunday private- 
flask, cocktails, and jazz music. Both science and re- 
ligion are full‘of mystery because we see through our 
spectacles darkly. That“is why we laugh at Professor 
Doubt and hold fast with both hands to Jolm three- 
sixteen. 


Lesson 4.—Jesus and the Samaritan Woman (John 
4: 1-42). Never forget that Jesus’ sole mission here 
in the world was to save the woman of Samaria upon 
the dusty road we call life—and the rest of us who 
are lost in sine The Great Physician comes to the 
sick. We know God and the Spirit better now since 
science has handed us the wonderful radio. We can 
understand the truth of what mother used to say about 
God being everywhere and the “little bird” that told 
her. Then Christ’s great confession, “I am he.” 


Lesson 5.—Jesus Feeds Five Thousand Men (John 
6: 1-71). The best thing about a plant is the testing 
machine, whether it is the one down in:the mill that 
“pulls” or the “old man” up in the office who “pushes.” 
Praise the Lord when you are thought worth “proving.” 
Advancement .lies along that way... Then we had the 
“lad”, with the lunch, and if you cared to use it you 
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had the “bones” of a college professor’s talk to boys, 
—not the kind of a professor I like to “sass.” I paid 
my respects to himvin the last paragraph and challenged 
him to tell us what “life” is in the wheat and corn. 
Explain the annual miracle of the old Chester Valley 
farms. He cannot. « 

Lesson 6.—Jesus. Heals and Saves a Blind Man 
(John 9: 1-41). We have in this less6n the problem 
of-‘the ages. Why the misfortune? The folks upori 
whom the tower fell did not “get what was coming to 
them” nor did the men who stole the car that was hit 
by the train and all killed —aithough this is what 
everybody thought and some said. God is the only 
one who thoroughly knows man because he invented 
him. It is a great thing just to be known and to know. 


It is a still greater thing to be able to answer the ° 


question, ““Who is He?” Love and helpfulness do not 
come from fraud and deceit — so don’t let any one fool 
you. 


Lesson 7.—Jesus the Good Shepherd (John 10: 
1-30). The great problem of the world is the one of 
“pasture.” Father wants .his boy to learn a trade. 
To have a vocation. A good job. That he may be 
settled in life for a living. Jesus says, and correctly 
says, he is the Door that leads tto the rich blue grass 
and clover. He is also the Shepherd who takes care 
of yeu after you have entered your meadow pasture. 
In through him. Fatten up with him. And he knows 
every last one of us, black sh as well as white. 
Nor are all the folds right here. There are great sur- 
prises in store for us iin the days to come. \ 


Lesson 8.—Jesus Raises .Lazarus from the. Dead 
(John 11:1 to 12:11). We always find Jesus a 
y enemy of funerals. He spoiled every one he 
ever attended. Jesus always stands for life— abun- 
dant life. Perhaps if we knew as much as the “old 
timers” we might live as long as they. “We dig our 
graves with our teeth,” some fellow said. The glory 
of. God is all around us, but no one can see it or ex- 
hee it until he gets the glory of God within him. 
aybe we will have great American art when Amer- 
ican artists get religion as did the old masters. The 
miracle ot Lazarus is the miracle of the field. Life 
calls to life and is obeyed. 


Lesson 9.—Jesus Teaches Respect for Law (Matt. 
22:15-22). This was the temperance lesson of the 
Quarter, and in it we paid our respects to those of 
our acquaintances who have boasted of their private 
cellars and who teach the household by object lesson, 
defiance of law. Defiance of one law is the defiance 


of all law —and tippling dad may look out for trou- . 


ble in the future. It is to laugh when law flaunters 
claim to be Christians. The genius of Christianity 
is law and order. The smart lawyers thought they 
had the country carpenter. How easy it was. Show 
me the coin. All right, give Caesar-his photograph! 
Then we got into politics—and they were not all 
rotten. 


Lesson 10.—Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet (John 
13:.1-17).. There is only one kind of real love, and 


that is the love that reaches to the end. And there 


is nothing the world needs more right now. This love 
is found in one place, only “in him.” With our big 
noises and high speeds this is the only thing that will 
Keep our nerves sweet. Mrs. Astor says everybody 
wants to ride in a Rolls Royce limousine. James and 
John wanted to. No better business for folks than 
to do the “feet washing.” Be “common,” as they say 
in Lancaster and Berks. We get that way with him. 


Lesson 11.—Last Words of Jesus With His Disciples 
(John chaps, 14 to 17). To the Corner this lesson 
is one of the most attractive of the Quarter. I like 
that “many mansions” idea in the great palatial “house.” 
That is what we are used to in time and we will wel- 
come it in Eternity. Every Christianized human heart 
sings “Home Sweet Home.” Jesus’ object was to bring 
his little company in touch with Heaven. We do not 
have to think of Heaven as a far-away place. The 
Comforter, he who is strong with you. God's chil- 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
» the year mav be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
Second Quarter 
. April 4—Jesus Appears to His Disciples (Easter Lesson) 
- John 20 : 24 to 21 : 25 
. April r.—The Story of Creation ...Genesis 1:1 to 2:25 
. April 1%—The Beginning of Sin............ Genesis 3 : 1-24 
. April 25.—The Story of Cain and Abel....Genesis 4 : 1-26 
. May 2.—God’s Covenant with Noah, Genesis 5 : 28 tog : 29 
May 9.—Abram and the Kings........... Genesis 14 : 1-24 
May 16.—Abraham and the Strangers 
f Genesis 18 : 1-8, 16-19 
May 23—Isaac and. His Wells........... Genesis 26-: 12-25 
May 30.—Jacob at Bethel................ Genesis 27 and 28 
10. June 6.—Jacob and Esau 
Genesis 25 : 19-34; 26:34 to 28:9; 32:3 to 33:17 
ir, June 13.—Joseph’s Fidelity..............-- Genesis 39 : 1-33 
12. June 20—Judah’s Plea............ Genesis 44:18 to 45:15 
13. June. 27.—Review: What We Have Learned from the 
Book of Genesis  \ .. eee. - fe 
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dren- require the continual pat on the back. From 
Joshua to Paul and John Smith God had ‘to keep say- 
ing to get things done, “Be strong and of good cour- 
age.” . 

Lesson 12,—Jesus Dies and Rises from the ‘Dead 
(John 18:1 to 20: 23). And her name is Mary. ‘The 
best name in all the world for a girl. A safe state- 
ment to put to vote because the Mary’s outnumber 
any other two girl names. We. think we sized up 
womanhood pretty well in this lesson when we said 
@ mouse may put “Mary” up on a chair, but a mouse 
never chases Mary down the road. A ‘failure is often 
a finished job. The “failtire’ has been a success often- 
times and did ‘not find it out until afterward. Christ’s 
“finished” work looked sorry -enough that day: _ Then 
came- the happy, joyous, pleased, gratified, gleeful, 
gladsome, delighted, cheerful, elated. (give it all in one 
word if you dare) days. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Review.—A. Law of Learning and of. Teaching. 











[F OUR lessons had been a study of the Gospel of 
John, it would possibly be sufficient in the Review 
to recall in order the individual lessons and their mes- 
sage, or perhaps to give a chapter summary of the 
book. But im accordance with the fact that we are 
supposed to have studied “The Message of the Gospel 
According to John” the committee has most appropri- 
ately selected for us a Golden Text that will compel us 
in the Review to view what we have studied in the light 
of the purpose which dominated the writer of the Gospel. 
Dr. Griffith Thomas in his excellent book “The Apostle 
John” (may be. had from The Sunday School Times 
Co., $1.75; postage, 15 cents), which it is hoped many 
of us have had the privilege of consulting, says that the 
entire writing possesses a unity based on a definite 
object, and every section s to be selected with 
direct reference to its specific purpose. “Jesus Christ 
is central, and each incident, even when he himself 
does not appear, is associated with him.” In the se- 
lected series of lessons for the Quarter Jesus does 
definitely appear’ in each, and it should be our pur- 
pose to show how each particular lesson focuses upon 
the purpose which John says he has in the writing. 
Dr. Thomas says that the whole Gospel is built up on 
the truths associated with the seven terms which con- 
stitute the Golden Text, namely, believe, Jesus, the 
Christ, the Son of God, have, life, his name. He says 
further that beginning in the prologue and running 
through the entire Gospel are the three elements of 
revelation, reception, and rejection. 

Because of the nature of the book and its purpose 
as set forth in the Golder Text, let no one of us for- 
get that_no lesson can offer a better chance to cul- 
minate in the acceptance of Christ by any member of 
the class who has not yet believed on him. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round -Table 


: 
LL readcrs are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet oxpteining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leafiet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 
Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
needed. 


A Religion of Giving.—And thou gavest them to me 
(i7:6). Christianity is a religion that stresses giving. 
The world demands: “Your money or your life.” The 
Church demands: “Your money and your life.” The 
demand of the Master is not “Yours or you,” but 
“You and yours.” Ourselves, our talents, our abilities, 
our genius —all in full surrender, This is the sum 


and substance of Bible giving—From the Christian « 


Herald. Sent by W.. J. Hart, D. D., Sandy Creek, N.Y. 


Useless to Quote the Bible?—These are written, 
that ye may believe that Jesus ts the Christ, the Son of 
God; and that believing ye may have life in his name 
(Golden Text). Dr, Malan was always earnest in 
any opportunity to win souls. Traveling in France 
he began quoting Scripture to a gentleman in the same 
railway train. “It is useless, your quoting Bible verses 
to me,” the gentleman sneered. “I do not believe in 
the Bible.” Dr, Malan replied quietly, “Disbelief in 
a sword would not rob it of its power to cut,” and he 
continued quoting verses about sin and salvation until 
the train stopped: Years after Dr, Malan met this 
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gentleman. He told him that he could 
not get the verses out of his mind. Finally 
he got a Bible and was saved.—F‘rom The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Miss J. B. 
James, Toronto, Can, 


Don’t Examine Your Faith.—These 
are written, that ye may>believe that Jesus 
is the Christ (Golden Text). An ex- 
tract from a letter written by a minister 
to a brother minister whose faith was 
failing during an illness: “Are you not 
making the mistake of examining your 
faith, rather than the promises upon which 
that faith should rest? If you were trav- 
eling a new public highway and should 
approach a bridge of whose strength you 
were not quite satisfied, would you stop 
to examine your faith in that bridge, or 
dismount and examine the structure it- 
self? Common sense would tell you to 
examine the bridge, and then when satis- 
fied of. its strength you would cross over 
with confidence. So now, I beg you, 
dear brother, look away from self to the} 
promises made by the God you have 
served so long, and trust him though he 
slay you.. Remember the bridge.”—/rom 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by Miss 
J. B. James, Toronto, Can. Prise illustra- 
tion, 


Why the Question Surprised Her.— 
And that believing ye may have life in 
his name (Golden Text). A Welsh lady, 
when she lay dying, was visited by her 


.munister. He said to her,. “Sister, are. you 


sinking?” She answered him not a word, 
but looked at him with an incredulous eye. 
He repeated the question, “Sister, are you 
sinking?” She looked at him again, as 
if she could not believe he would ask such 
a question. At last, rising a Jittle in her 
bed, she said, ‘ ‘Sinking! Sinking! Did 
you ever know a sinner to sink through 
a rock? If I had been standing on the 
sand, I might sink; but, thank God, I am 
on the Rock of Ages, and there is no 
sinking there.’—From Spurgeon’s Ser- 
ogee. Sent by W, G. Irving, Montreal, 
an. 


Not a Waning Power.—Jesus is the 
Christ (Golden Text). Speaking on the 
day of Mr. Gladstone's funeral, Dr. F. B. 
Meyer said: “One of the marks which 


‘distinguished Jesus Christ from every hu- 
.man teacher and reformer is. the fact that 


his influence is ever increasing. The in- 
fluence of Gladstone, to-day so great, will 
diminish year by year, but Jesus Christ’s 
influence was never so great as it is now. 
Each. succeeding generation repeats with 
increased emphasis, “Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God.”—From the 
Sunday. School Chronicle.. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Norbury, London, Eng. 


ing the Fragrance.—These are 
written, that ye may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God; and that be- 
lieving ye. may have life th his. name 
(Golden Text). A botanist found a beau- 
tiful plant by the wayside. He sat down 
to analyze it. He pulled it apart and 
examined every part under a microscope. 
When he finished he could tell you the 
color of the flower, and its classification, 


ithe number of stamens, pistils, petals, and 


bracts ; but the life and beauty and fra- 
grance of the plant wére gone. It is even 
thus that many treat the wondrous sayings 
of our Lord, and lose their life and power. 
These are written, not that.ye might crit- 
icize and dissect, but that ye might be- 
lieve that Jesus is the Christ, and that be- 
lieving, ye may have. life in his name.— 
Sent by J. E. Williamson, Nottingham, 
Eng. 
+4 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 


our eyes have been directed to thee and 
our hearts have turned to thee in the lessons 


‘of the last Quarter. The Holy Spirit has 


been speaking to us concerning thyself in 
thy coming, thy choosing of workers, thy 
teachings, and thy miracles, and we have 
seen’ thee in those farewell hours with thy 
disciples, and crucified and risen from the 
dead. How wonderful is thy goodness to us! 
How great things hast thou’ done for us! 
Grant that we may not allow the things of 
the world to lead us to’forget thy great sal- 


-vation. Keep us. close to thyself in the daily 





walk. May we be true followers of thine to 
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the end of the journey. In thy dear name 
we pray. Amen. 

A Word to the Superintendent.—The 
International Lesson Committee has sug- 
gested certain themes that are found in 
the Quarter’s lessons as Review themes: 
“The Greatest Things in John’s Gospel,” 
“Great Scenes in John’s Gospel,” and 
“Great Teachings of John’s Gospel.” In 
the ‘first theme, John 20:31 is the key 
text: “These are written, that ye may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God; and that believing ye may have 
life in his name.” The “Great Scenes in 
John’s Gospel” are such as may be found 
in the lesson on “Jesus Feeding the Five 
Thousand” (John 6: 1-71) ; “Jesus Raises 
Lazarus from the Dead” (John 11: 1-44) ; 
“Jesus Dies and Rises from the Dead” 
(John 19: § to 20: 23), The “Great Teach- 
ings of John’s Gospe:” include such teach- 
ings as are found in the third lesson, 
“Jesus and Nicodemus” (John 3: 1-17) ; 
the:<fourth lesson, “Jesus and the Samari- 
tan Woman” (John 4: 1-42) ; the seventh 
lesson, “Jesus the Good Shepherd” (John 
10: 1-30) ; the ninth, “Jesus Teaches Re- 
spect for Law” (Matt. 22: 15-22). Then, 





of course, other lessons in the same won-. 


derful series of studies. 

If each of three of the older scholars 
were asked to give a five-minute paper 
on Review Sunday on these three general 
titles, giving the facts and deducing from 
one or two lessons the facts that would 
touch the.‘every-day life of other young 
people, it would make an impressive Re- 
view. Let the pastor sum up the Quar- 
ter in a ten-minute address on “The Place 
of Belief in Salvation.” For schoo's-that 
are using the plan of a Written Review, 
the following questions are suggested, to 
be dictated by the Superintendent from 
the platforni, and answered in writing 
by whatever portion of the school is tak- 
ing the Review, on sheets of paper sup- 
plied to all the scholars. and teachers. 

Questions for a Written Review 

1. What was it that John the Baptist 
came to tell the people? 

2. Why was it that our Lord Jesus 
Christ came to this earth? 

3. Who were the first five disciples of 
Jesus who believed on him, and followed | $ 
him? 

4. Describe the conversation of Jesus 
and Nicodemus, 

5. Tell briefly the story of Jesus and 
the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well. 

6. What are some of the things -that 
the Geod Shepherd, our Lord Jesus, does 
for _us, his sheep? 





7. What was the name of the man in 
the eighth lesson whom Jesus raised from 
the dead, and whose brother was he? 


8. Tell in your own words why you 
believe that the present prohibition laws 
ought to be obeyed. 


9. What proof could you give that 
lowly, humble service is expected of those 
who follow the Lord Jesus? 


10. Tell briefly the story of Jesus’ res- 
urrection, and give the names of those 
who came to,.the tomb in the garden early 
on the morning of the first day of the 
week. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Hallelujah, ’tis done.” 
“Jesus calls us.” 

“I am praying for you.” 
“Only trust him.” 
“Whom having not seen.” 
“Ivory palaces.” 

“The King’s highway.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the\headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including aiso some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh. 

“Everlasting Is His Love” (74 : 1-3). 
Psalm 32: 1-8 
“Redemption Is With Thee” (67:1, 2). 
Psalm 31:1 
“I Sing of Mercies” (175 : 1-3). Psalm 8: 1- 
“The Shadow of Thy Wings” (132: 1-3). 
~ Psalm ‘63 : 1-7. 
“God So Loved the World” (314). John 3: 16. 
“His Wondrous Love” (301 : 1-3). 
Psalm 147 : 1-1 


. Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
th Great “signs” in John’s Gospel. 
2. “Signs” to you of what? 











URELY your girls are ready by this 
lesson to find and study the great 
“signs” in John's Gospel, rather than 
merely the great “scenes” that are-sug- 
gested as the topic of our section of this 
Review lesson. Beyond the interest of 
mere stories or incidents, deeper than the 
consideration of even the greatest “scenes” 
in this “teveliest hfe of all,” merely as 
such, should ‘be the study of the Review 
that closes" (almost) this Quarter’s series 
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of studies in this “the greatest book in 
the world.” 

First of all ask your girls to: find and 
read together John’s own statement as 
to the special signs he chose for his book, 
in his own words in John 20: 30. Since 
these (signs). were chosen and written 
in this book for a special purpose they 
deserve closest attention. Ask eight girls 
to find these eight signs and after rapid 
re-reading, to be ready to report what she 
has read: (1) 2: 1-11; (2) 4: 46-54; (3) 
5:2-0; (4) 6: 1-14; (5) 6: 16-21; (6) 
QO: 1-12; (7) 11:17-44; (8) 21: 1-14. 
This last sign we have not yet studied (in 
this series), but it must be included in the 
eight signs John chose out of all he must 
have known about the wonderful works 
of Jesus for his special purpose. As 
they are reviewed make a list of them, 
by name rather than by reference, such 
as (1) Water to wine; (2) Nobleman’s 
son healed, and so on, so that all can see 
that list and so keep attention fixed on 
it while you ask the girls to try to put 
into brief words Jesus’ own purpose in 
each, and its immediate result on those 
who witnessed or at once heard of it. Of 
course, the girls will say that Jesus’ pur- 
pose in every sign was “to help some- 
body,” or “to do a kindness,” and this is 
true, but not all the truth. Ask them 
to consider whether it was not. true in 
every instance that he did something for 
somebody — or a group— that they could 
not possibly have done for«themselves — 
something far beyond mere kindness or 
helpfulness such as we render one another. 
Help your girls to realize right now that 
he ts a Saviour who helps those who 
cannot help themselves, even as John was 
trying to prove by these signs that Jesus 
did the impossible. They can find for 
themselves the results of each sign by 
searching the text with care: (1) “And 
his disciples believed on him”; (2) “and 
himself [the nobleman] believed, and his 
whole house” ; (3) the man was saved 
from sin, “sin no more,” as well as being 
cured of ‘his infirmity ; and soon. If time 
permits go through this list again and 
note the result to Jesus himself in each 
case, but the more important thing for 
your girls is the result upon the ones who 
saw or received those “signs.” 

2. Close this Review of the key pas- 
sages of this marvelous book by pressing 
home to each girf this question: What 
do John’s eight signs mean to you, con- 
cerning Jesus whom John declares was 
the Son of God? Like the disciples at 
Cana and that nobleman of Capernaum, 
the blind man and many of the Jews who 
saw Lazarus raised from. the grave, do 
you believe on him with’ all your heart? 


Home Study 
Sketch rapidly through John’s Gospel 
and count the times: the word “sign” is 
used. Note each use. 
Decatur, GA. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, during the past three 

months we have in our studies in the 
Gospel according to John compassed the 
life and mission of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

We began with the herald voice which 
said, “Behold!” pointing to Jesus. We 
ended with the Voice of Jesus, saying, 
“It is finished!” There is so much of 
wonderful, amazing truth packed between 
those two cries —both of them cries of 
triumph —that we despair of giving it 
even scant consideration within the limits 
of a half-hour study. There’s a verse of 
a little song you may have heard, which 
signals the high peaks of that incom- 
parable life, thus: 

“Living, He loved me; 

Dying, He saved me; 

Buried, He carried my sins far away; 

Rising, He justified freely forever: 

One day He’s coming! O glorious day!” 


Fellows, it looks as if everything Jesus 
did and said was with the purpose of 


making you and me know him and under- 
stand him. If you and I will just take 
the time to look at Jesus through this 
Record he has left of his life and death 
and resurrection, we will fall: in love 


el / 
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with him. I say to you right here, fel- 
lows, he is altogether the most lovable, 
the most fascinating person you can ever 
get acquainted with — and that is apprais- 
ing him from any high and worthy stand- 
point. You fellows admire courage and 
manly strength, Look at him, fighting 
in the wilderness, steadfastly resisting the 
subtlest of tempters. See him driving out 
the money changers from the temple. 
Watch him deliberately go to Jerusalem, 
knowing he would face death there. Notice 
his utmost fearlessness and compostre be- 
fore his accusers, the judges, and the exe- 
cutioners. .€an you look at him, fellows, 
without throbbing with admiration? 
See his wonder-working power in ac- 
tion: healing lameness, sickness, blindness. 
Watch’ him as he stands on the deck of 
an almost foundering ship and with a 
word speak the surging sea into stillness. 
Observe a boy’s five barley cakes and two 
dried fishes, surrendered into his hands, 
marvelously swelling into a_ satisfying 
meal for a multitude of above five thou- 
sand people. Cast your eyes on a dead 
man — dead four days — but rising at the 
word of this Master over death,-and com- 
ing forth out of the tomb! Yet see this 
Wonder Worker so careful to observe 
the laws of civil authority and so hum- 
ble as to wash the feet of his disciples. 
Isn’t he marvelous, fellows! Is he not 
adorabie! And from out of all his busy 
career and his sovereign high seat upon 
the throne of the universe and of Heaven, 
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he looks down with all tenderness and 
concern and love into your heart and 
mine, and seeing there our great need, 
says, “Let not your heart be troubled: 
ye believe in God, believe also in me.” 
Ah, fellows, I want to invest every- 
thing I ‘have in him! Don’t you think 
it’s the very best thing I can do? Don't 
you wish you had a hundred lives to give 
him! But we have one life-only. Let's 
make sure we give him that — completely. 
Greenssoro, N. C, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor'B. Hatton 


E HAVE. come to the end of our 
studies in John’s Gospel, except one 
lesson which -has been saved for Easter 
Sunday. How many in our classes re- 
member, all the beautiful stories John 
has told us about the Lord Jesus? (We 
who are teachers should be able to think 
connectedly through the Book.) ve 
es, 





When does John’s Gospel begin? 

long before any 6f the others. In the | 
beginning when the Son, with the Father, | 
made the world and all things in it (John | 
1: 1-3). When the world was fresh and | 
beautiful, and the first people had not 
sinned, the Lord Jesus was a welcome 
visitor to his earth kingdom. But sin 
changed everything, so that when he came 
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to his world, his own people to whom 
he had made many promises of his com- 
ing, received him not. How many in the 
class can in the exact words of the book 
tell what the Lord Jesus did for “as 
many as received him’? (John 1: 12.) 

Who can tell how John the herald an- 
nounced the coming of the Master? Let 
the children talk a little while about the 
winning of the first five disciples. Two’ 
heard John speak and followed Jesus. 
One of these, Andrew, found his brother, 
Simon. Jesus’ found Philip, and Philip 
found Nathanael. 


A ruter of -the Jews came to see the 
Lord Jesus one night in Jerusalem. How 
many remember the ruler’s name? And 
who can recall the “little Gospel” the Mas- 
ter gave him? (John 3: 16.) 

Let one of the class tell the story 
of ‘the feeding of the multitude with the 
five loaves and two fishes that the little 
boy ‘gave the Master. When Jesus saw 
the man who had always been blind, what 
did he say about the “light of the world”? 
(John 9:5.) Then what did he do for 
the blind man?- Talk with the class about 
the sheepfold and the shepherd’s care for 
his sheep, and explain that Jesus is the 
one Door into the fold. See that each 
one knows the Good Shepherd’s verses 
(John 10: 11-14). 

A certain man was sick in Bethany. 
How many remember his name and his 
sisters’ names? Jesus was far away and 
the man died. What did the Lord Jesus 
do that seemed greater than healing the 
sick? Who can repeat the verse in this 
lesson that is the shortest verse in the 
Bib!e? Though short, it teaches a beau- 
me lesson about the Master (John 11: 
35). 

How did the Master teach his disciples 
a needed lesson about service? Teach 
the children verse 34 of this chapter to 
help them keep the lesson in their hearts. 

The time had come when the Lord 
Jesus should leave his disciples for a 
short space. He had a long, loving talk 
with them-and a parting prayer to his 
Father for them. He was leaving them 
in a world full of trouble, but what did 
he tell them about being troubled and 
about his Father’s house? (John 14: 12.) 
Then what did he say ahout the Way? 
(John 14:6.) Let us take one little verse 
from his prayer (John 17:15). 

In the garden where Jesus prayed he 
was taken by his enemies. Who led the 
officers to the garden? The officers led 
the Lord Jesus to the high priest. Who 
denied him there? Could the high priest 
find any sin in Jesus? (19:7.) What did 
Pilate say of him? (18:38, last clause, 
and 19:4, last clause.) For whose sin 
was he crucified? (Isa. 53:6.) 

Who laid the body of the Lord in the 
tomb? (John 19: 38-42.) Close the les- 
son with a brief talk about the rising 
from the dead, and see that the child-en 
have it firmly impressed on their ma 
and hearts that the work of the Lord 
Jesus would not be complete without it 
Cz Cor, 15: 14). 


“Wake with the world, O children! 
Rise with the sun and sing: 
‘Over our souls has risen 
He who is Christ our King.’”’ 


Cranro, S.C. =< 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of March 21) 


1. He knew it all (John 18 : 4). 


2. He allowed himself to become separated 
from ‘his Lord. 


3--He loved money better than he loved 
his Lord (if he loved his Lord at all!). 


4. See John 18: 7-11. 


5s. The High Priest, who was the one to 
erown Israel’s kings. 


6. Beginning with the last passover supper 
in the upper room Jehn alone records the fol- 
lowing facts: the washing of the disciples’ 
feet; the giving of the sop te Judas, with | 
the accompanying words, “That thou doest, 
do quickly’; the departure of Judas into the 
night; the conversations after the supper; 
the great high-priestly prayer; Pilate’s con- 
cession in leaving the Praetorium to meet 
the Jews outside that they might not be “de- 
filed” for the passower; Pilate’s private ques- 
tioning of Jesus; Pilate’s scornful words, 
“Behold, your King!”; Jesus’ words to John 





and his mother, from the cross; Jesus’ cry, 
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“It is finished” from the cross; the piercing 
of Jesus’ side, after his death, with the sword 
of a soldier; Nicodemus’ gift of a hundred 
pounds of spices for Jesus’ burial; Jesus’ 
words with Mary Magdalene at the grave; 
his words to Thomas eight days later, with 
Thomas’ confession of his faith; his appear- 
ance to the seven on the seashore at day- 
break, with the following conversation with 
Peter. 


7. Mary of Magdala, Thomas the Twin, and 
Simon Peter are the three around whom John 
weaves the last “signs” of the deity of the 
Son of God. 

8. John only is mentioned, no indication of 
the others is given unless they were included 
in the acquaintances mentioned in Luke. 

9. To his Father; to the thief who prayed, 
to his mother and to John, 

10. “I must work the works of him that 
sent me” (John 9:4); “I must be about my 
Father’s business” (Luke 2: 49). 

11. Redemption. 

12. Christ there bore our sins in his own 
body on the tree. 

13. She was the first to whom the Lord ap- 
peared. “They that seek me early shall find 
me.” 

14. The only words recorded between Jesus 
and Mary of Magdala are those at his grave, 
recorded in John 20: 11-18, 

15. The resurrection. 

16. His faithfulness and power (Acts 13 : 32, 
33; Eph. 1: 19, 20). 

17. See Romans 1: 4. 

18. See Acts 17 : 31. 

19.. Verses 30 and 31 in chapter 20. 
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Hotel Ansonia 


Broadway, 73rd to 74th Streets 
NEW YORK CITY 


12 minutes from Penna. & Grand Central Stations 
5 minutes to Shopping District 


1260 ROOMS 


; (All Outside) 
New York’s most complete hotel. Everything for 
F fort and jence of our guests. 


TWO RESTAURANTS 
Open from 6.30 A. M. until midnight 
MUSIC 2 RADIO ORCHESTRAS 
LADIES’ TURKISH BATH 
BEAUTY PARLOR DRUG STORE 
BARBER SHOP STOCK BROKERS’ OFFICE 
All in the Ansonia Hotel 

TRANSIENT RATES . 
300 Rooms and Bath. ... . $3.50 per day 
Large double Rooms, twin beds, bath, 6.00 per day 
Parlor Bedroom & Bath (2 persons) 7.00 per day 
Special Weekly and Monthly Rates 

hotel — from all the noise and “‘dirt"” of 
efit ary oma mie 
plant equipped oil fuel. Coolest Hotel in New York 


THE ANSONIA 


in Conjunction. with the Hotels Colonial,’ Anderson, 
” Richmond & Cosmopolitan 
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concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the ad- 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. : 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or ina package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. bt 

-In recognition of the club organizer's 
‘aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and the 
single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus 50 cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or in 
a package to one address, $2 each per year. 


. The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
Philade 


1631 Walnut Street, iphia, Pa. 








Church Organs 


. 2 Latest Approved-Methods. Highest 
Grade Only. . Established 1827. 


Main Office and Works **"%3!<ee" 
Hook & Hastings Co. 
Boston, New York, Phila., Chicato, Louisville, Dallas 
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Best Materials y ALUMINUM or 
FINEST LZ Jara SILVER PLATE 

Worxmansmip [rdividual 


Glasses 
Lowest Prices. Send for Illustrated Catalog 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CO. 
Room 353, 170-1705 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia Pa 





BRONZETAILETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Sno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 


PULPITS 
Chairs, Tables. HymnBoards,Collection Plates,etc. 


‘A Whole Year for $1.00! 
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makes Sunday school teaching interesting 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: There is 


*~ no other I like as well.”” Sample copy free. 


158 Fifth Avenue, New York 








The New Freely-Lathering 
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shaving Stick 


For Tender Faees 
EMOLLIENT MEDICINAL ANTISEPTIC 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





April 4. Thoughts Suggested by Easter. 
1 Cor. 15 : 55-58; Col. 3: 1-4. (Consecration 
meeting.) 

April 11. How Can We Show Our Christian 
Love?- 1 Cor. 13: 1-13; Matt. 25 : 40. 

April 18. How Do People Either Build or 
Undermine the Sabbath? Rev. 1: 9-11; 
Mark 2 : 23-28; 3 »1-6, 

April 25. How Can We Help to Make Our 
Cities Christian? Matt, 11 : 20-24, 28-go. 
(Missionary meeting.) 





Sunday, March 28 


The Gospel in the Near East 
(Isa. 54: 11-17) 
(Missionary meeting) 





Mon.—Jesus in the East (Mark 7 : 24-30). 
Tues.—Gifts for the distressed (1 Cor. 16: 


1-7). 

Wed.—The gospel of service (Acts 9g: 
36-43). 

Thurs.—Helpful messengers (Mark 6: 


7-13). 
Fri—The dawn of peace (Isa. 52: 7-10). 
Sat.—Real religion (Jas. 1 : 27), 











What are some services brought to the Near 
East? 


What are the needs of the Near East to- 
day? — 
What hinders the Gospel in the Near East? 


IKE a hideous nightmare reads the 

history of thousands of Armenian 
refugees. who were the victims of the 
international greeds and hatreds of the 
World War and the adjustments of ter- 
ritory that followed in its wake. One of 
these refugees is well known to many 
Sunday School Times readers. She is 
little Arousiag Stepanian. When she was 
only ten years old, her family and many 
others were forced by the Turks to leave 
their homes and travel toward Aleppo and 
Mesopotamia. The Armenians were re- 
garded by the Turks as pro-British and 
pro-Russian, and were accordingly exiled 
from the country. 

Her family underwent untold hardships 
on the journey, traveling in filthy cattle 
cars packed with other refugees, sleeping 
in the open in the midst of the rainy sea- 
son, with little to eat. The mother died first, 


j and shortly after the father died leaving 


the four children. A number of times 
their camp was raided by roaming bands 
of Arabs and Chechens.. Eventually 
Arousiag became separated from her sis- 
ter in the long journey, and was captured 
by an Arab family and held as a slave. 
Later she managed to get to Tel Helif 
and eventually to Aleppo, time and again 
escaping capture from one or another of 
the powerful Turkish officers in the lo- 
cality. 

It was in Aleppo that she was discov- 
ered by Major Stephen Trowbridge, Sun- 
day-school Secretary for Egypt, for the 
World’s Sunday School Association, who 
was then in Red Cross work in the Near 
East. He sent the little waif to Marash, 
north of Aleppo, to enter the preparatory 
maa of the American College for 

irls. ~ 

Her difficulties were not yet over. In 
the clash between the French and the 
Turkish troops, again the Armenians were 
the innocent sufferers, because they were 
accused by the Turks of favoring the 
French, and were shot down and slaugh- 
tered whenever the opportunity cAme. 
Finally the Moslem mobs in Marash 
broke from control and footed all the 
Armenian dwellings. They broke into 
the school, killed some of the teachers, 
and seized most of the girls. Again 
Arousiag escaped, as if by a miracle, ee 
she was later sent to the American Schoo 
for Girls at Constantinople. Recently, 
when that school was closed by the Turk- 
ish government, she was enabled by the 
gifts of Sunday School Times readers and 
friends to come to America to continue 
her education here. 


ww 
But thousands of helpless children in 





the Near East did not fare even so well 





as Arousiag. Many of them lost their 
lives or were pressed by their captors into 
hideous lives of shame. It is estimated, 
however, that through the Near East Re- 
lief, over 100,000 orphan children were 
saved, and are now being supported either 
in institutions or with rehabilitated ref- 
ugees. “Many of them have been brought 
to places where their lives would not be 
endangered by withdrawal of support. 

In schools and orphanages they are be- 
ing trained for future self-support, being 
taught how to make their own shoes and 
clothing to a considerable extent, and 
learning rug weaving, carpentry, sewing, 
pottery, lace and embroidery work, bak- 
ing, farming, and the like, and America 
has been largely responsible for this gi- 
gantic.task of caring for helpless and des- 
titute children. 

In many localities the Near East Relief 
has reclaimed waste land and aided in. the 
revival of cotton growing and the pros- 
pering of farm colonies of orphan boys, 
introducing high grade cattle and hogs, 
and assisting homeless fathers to again 
take up their occupations, 

In the schools, almost. insurmountable 
obstacles have been overcome. With few 
or no professional teachers, and without 
books or pencils, and in unheated school- 
room without any of the ordinary facil- 
ities that we are so familiar with, they 
have maintained a remarkable progress in 
elementary education. Coupled with this 
is the recreation plan and the general pro- 
gram of work, teaching the children hab- 
its of self-reliance, teamwork, and unself- 
ishness. 

ve 


But there is much ground yet to be 
taken. In Syria more favorable condi- 
tions have permitted a large measure of 
Christian teaching in the schools, but in 
the Russian Caucasus the Soviet govern- 
ment will not permit religious instruction. 
It has allowed religious worship to be 
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regularly maintained, but the children are 
not allowed to be instructed in Christian 
teaching in any way. In the territories 
still under the dominance of the Turkish 
government, no religious instruction is 
permitted and the schools must be con- 
fined to a strictly educational basis. 

Will you not pray that these govern- 
mental restrictions may be removed and 
that these children, many of whom are 
of Christian parentage, may be given the 
opportunity for instruction in Christian 
truth and may learn of the Lord Jesus 
Christ who died for them and whose prin- 
ciples of love and unselfishness have 
prompted the people of America to come 
to their assistance? The hearts of these 
refugees are already warm toward Amer- 
ica because of what she has done for 
them. Will she fail them in praying that 
they may have that greater privilege that 
will mean ‘more to them than food or 
clothing? . 


There is still great need for carrying 
on the work that has begun. In the case 
of the little Arnienian refugee, Arousiag, 
she is just beginning her education here 
in the United States, and should your 
Society like to share in providing for her 
while she is here, gifts may be sent to 
The Sunday School Timies Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, especially 
designated, for Arousiag ‘Stepanian’s edu- 
cational fund. The Near East Relief, 1 
Madison Avenue, New York City, will 
also be glad to receive contributions for 
the work, and if you will write them they 
will gladly send you up-to-date informa- 
tion that will be helpful in planning your 
presentation of this topic. 


What is my responsibility to the Near East 
refugees? 

Am I hindering the spread of the Gospel 
in the Near East by my failure to pray? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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~ CHRISTIANS 
EVERYWHERE 


Nineteen dollars is wasted for every one dollar 
spent on church and religious interests accord- 
ing to The Americar Education Digest. 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
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See 
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THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Box S32, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Illinois 


To help overcome the conditions mentioned _in your Snacioleen. 
I propose to do more for Christian work. Please send me full in- 
formation relative*to your Life Annuity contracts as a means of 
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When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times 
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Investments 


which are 


Safe, Profitable and 
Convenient 


Our Annuity Bonds are Safe. The 
American Bible Society has been is- 
suing Annuity Bonds for more than fifty 
years without loss to a single one of 
its hundreds of investors. 


Our Annuity Bonds are Profitable. 
The rate is as high as 9%. 


Our Annuity Bonds are Convenient. 
When desired two or more persons 
may be protected by a single bond. 
Annuity payments are made punc- 
tually and without any trouble on the 
part of the annuitant. — 


Write for Booklet No. D-16, which 
will tell you what our Annuity Bonds 
will do for you. 


_ American Bible Society 
Bible House, Astor Pl., New York, N. Y. 

















° ° a 
National Bible Press « 
Bibles and Testaments 
* 
NEW BLACK FACE TYPE 
Attractive, Durable Bindings 

Reasonable Prices 


* 
On Sale at Your Book Store 


National Publishing Co. 
PHILADELPHIA 
Est. 1863 
Publishers of the 
Famous Combination Bibles 


TOUR TO EUROPE 


Embracing World’s 
Christian Endeavor Convention 
in London next July 


REY. TAPLIN J. WINSLADE, D.D., Pastor 
of the First Baptist Church,Manchester-by-the 
Sea, Mass., will personally conduct an inexpen- 
sive six weeks tour to Europe in connection with 
the World’s Christian Endeavor Convention in 
London, England, leaving New York July 3, vis- 
iting England, Holland elgium, Germany and 

rance, with an optional one week’s trip to Switz- 
erland and Italy. 


For particulars please address 
DR. TAPLIN J. WINSLADE 
89 State Street, Room2, Boston, Mass. 



































USE A PAGEANT! 
PAGEANTS have a charm for the young people. 


Young men and women who could not 
be hired to sing, speak or take part in the usual 
Easter program will impersonate a character in a 
pageant and do it gladly. For the sake of holding 
their talent tor the church — 

USE A PAGEANT! 
PAGEANTS never tail to draw a tull house. 
USE A PAGEANT ! 
PAGEANTS never fail to please the audience. 
USE A PAGEANT! 
Send for our EASTER ‘Catalog and Sampler,” 
64 pages cf samples and listings of all kinds of Easter 
rams, services, pageants. A gong gil be sent free 
Peritile they last) to any pastor, S. 5. Supt. or chair- 
man of Program Committee. 





Box 439. 
92 Seventh Ave. 
= Mew York, N. Y. 


“In t Name of 
THE BIBLE God Rarewell’® 
Read W. J. Brvan’s final defense of the Bible and 
clear exposure of the enemy’s attack now being waged 
inst tt and the Christian Religion. ‘ Also, read his 
i; see what he did with his estate of over $600,000.00; 
bow ae aut aside funds to, help poor boys 4 tan oo 
cation. Complete copies of his grea st Message, his 
Wilt, and the fonarel oration, all for 25c while they 
last. Mail coin or stamps at once. 


National Book Ce., 425 McGregor, Cincinnati 


ourse Ccover- 
BIBLE COLLEGE AT HOME fo". Sttic, 
Public Speaking, Exegesis, Sermon Building, etc. 
adi to graduation. Announcements. Write Prof. 
J. Burton, Bible University, Eugenz, Ore. 











For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read« 

oe on the International Uniform Sunday 
ool Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Broadcasting the Gospel 


T HAS been said by those who were 
in contact with D. L. Moody that he 
was one of the “most desperately in ear- 
nest men” they ever knew. He never 
“played to the galleries,” nor were his 
messages marred by foolish jesting or re- 
ligious buffoonery of any kind. He was 
intent on reaching the masses with the 
Gospel. And it is exactly this same spirit 
that characterizes to-day the Chicago 
Church which he founded. It must have 
been therefore glorious news to thousands 
when the announcement was made re- 
cently that to the magnificent new church 
and Swunday-school buildings had been 
added a broadcasting ministry whereby “the 
Moody message of salvation” is now made 
available to radio hearers throughout the 
entire length and breadth of the land — 
eight hours each Sunday from 10 to 12.30 
M., and from 2.30 to 4.30 and 7 to 
10.30°P. M., central standard time. The 
wave length is 275 meters, with a one 
thousand watt power back of it, and is 
therefore “satisfactorily receivable by 
virtually all radios now in use.” e 
broadcasting is done from station WSWS. 
This new ministry constitutes a tremen- 
dous challenge to prayer, a challenge to 
our whole Sunday School Times family, 
and to God’s people everywhere; and 
therefore several of this week’s. Prayer 
Suggestion paragraphs are being devoted 
to this one thing. Oh, dear friends, let 
us get back of this ministry by such pray- 
ing as we have never known! Can you 
not and will you not add it to your “daily 
prayer list”? (This radio request is-wholly 
unsolicited by the Moody Church, or by 

any one connected therewith. ) 

March 22 to 28 

Mon.—John 1 : 1-18. 

The Son of God Becomes Man. 


“In the beginning” God (for “the Word 
was God,” v. 1), and God “became flesh” 
(v. 14), and “we beheld his glory.” A 
declaration transcendently matchless! 
Christ’s eternal pre-existence, his oneness 
with God, his pre-incarnation creative 
work, — how far can you extend the list 
of the marvelous things said of Christ 
in this reading? 

Prayer Succestions: Re-read the In- 
troduction, and then pray fervently for 
Pastor P. W. Philpott, that he may be 
freshly endued with the Holy Spirit for 
this wider sacred ministry. There is no 
humbler or more worthy man in Amer- 
ica to stand as af successor to Moody. He 
has a passion for souls. Bear him up in 
prayer. 

Tues.—John 3: 1-17. Jesus and Nicodemus. 


In yesterday’s reading we noted the 
“marvelous things” said of Christ. But 
note to-day the equally marvelous things 
which he himself says. Unbelievable ex- 
cept for two things: (1) Gdéd’s grace im- 
parting power to believe; (2) Verified 
in human experience. The latter made 
possible by the former. For the process 
see John 7:17; Romans 10:9, 10. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray also for 
Pastor Phitpott’s associates in this new 
undertaking: Homer -A. Hammontree, 
Howard Hermansen, and Sidney E. Cox, 
all of whom are truly men of God. Mr. 
Hammontree’s singing is touching the 
hearts of thousands. Pray for his anoint- 
ing, and for the choir which he is direct- 
ing. 

Wed.—John 4 : 13-26, 
Jesus and the Samaritan Woman. 

How simply and naturally Jesus led 
this sinful woman from the physical to 
the sp'ritual level, and all in. one short 
conversation! And out of it, too. came 
a real revival, for “many believed” (v. 
39), and “many more believed” (v. 41). 
Could not we, too, if we would, turn 


more of our conversations to soul-saving 
account ? 





Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
entire membership of the Moody Church, 
and especially for its young people. Pray 
that every man and woman and child in 
this Church may be -cleansed and -filled 
anew with the)Holy Spirit, and that the 
whole of America, and of the world, may 
feel the prayer power centering in this 
place. 

Thurs.—John 11 : 32-44, 
Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead. 


Yesterday Jesus raised a_ spiritually 
dead woman to life; to-day he raises a 
physically dead man to life. Which was 
the greater miracle? The world with its 
darkened understanding would say the 
latter. Do you really believe the former 
was the greater miracle? If so, and since 
through Christ you have like power, why 
are you not exercising it? And Chris- 
tians generally? , 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
great unchurched masses of America. 
The only way that Christ can be gotten 
to these masses is for Christians to “Go” 
to them with the Gospel that says “Come.” 
He that goeth weeping will return re-. 
joicing, for then sinners willbe coming 
too. Pray! 

Fri.—John 19: 23-30. Jesus Crucified. 


No evil thought, or motive, or impulse, 
or purpose, or desire ever entered the 
mind of Jesus for a single moment. Noth- 
ing but good filled his mind. How could 
the world, except for its inherent and 
heinous: wickedness, crucify such a one? 
The exceeding sinfulness of sin, how be- 
yond comprehension; though, alas, the 
universal experience. 

Prayer Suacestions: Pray for all 
evangelical. broadcasting agencies. Re- 
member in this connection the Church of 
the Open Door, Los Angeles; the-well- 
known. Bible class of Mrs. Barnum, of 





Fort Worth, Tex., and other like minis- 


tries. Pray that through these and sims”. 


ilar efforts a great spiritual awakening® 

may come soon to the entire land, 

Sat.—John 20 : 26-31. 

F The Reason for the Writing. 
No honest man, with a sincere desire 

to know the truth, and with the deter- 


(Lessou ‘or March 28) MARCH 13, 1926 - 


mination to do it when known (John 7? . 


17), can read this marvelous Gospel of 
John and not be convinced that it is of. 
more than human origin. To read it and 
deliberately to refuse its light is to prove 
conclusively the truth of 3:19. Re-read 
20: 31, withthe emphasis on the “ye.” - 
ENCOURAGEMENT: On ‘the very day that 
a part of these paragraphs were being 
written some weebs ago, a Jewish young 
man said earnestly to a friend: “I heard 
over the radio that Russia is starving for 
the Gospel. 
ought to be taken to them.’ (He had 
been “listening in” to-a message from the 
North Shore Congregational Church, 
Chigago.) 
SunJohn 17 : 1-8. 
The Prayer of the Glorified One, 


Ii you would make this prayer doubly 
personal in its application, read also verse 
20. And if youwould know the universal 
purpose of the individual°application, read 
verse 21. What is it that hinders the 
realization of this purpose?. Ah, the lack 
of that love for the shedding abroad of 
which in the heart Christ came! (v, 26.) 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
thousands that to-day will be “tuning-in.” 
Pray that multitudes may so tune m as 
that they will hear as never before and 
respond tothe invitation from the great 
broadcasting station above: 
Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let 
him that heareth say, Come. And let him 
that is athirst come, And whosoever wilt, 
let him take the water of life freely” 
(Rev. 22:17). 





SUPPLIES FOR EASTER 





Offering Envel 


Size, 354x2%. An appropriate design of a church 
and Easter. flowers Piithomraphed 4 full colors. 
Weil made of a good stock of paper. Space is pro- 
vided for name, address, and amount. 50 cents 
a hundred ; $4.00 a thousand 











Send for Illustrated Circular of our large line of Easter Supplies 


Easter Crosses 


Large size, 5x34. Landscapes with garlands of 
flowers. Four designs of lilies, arbutus, violets, 
and daffodils.. $3.00 per. hundred. Small size, 
4x2%, $2.00 per hundred. 















1701-1703 Chestnut Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 












coupon, 


Published by 


(Also F. O. B. Foliowing Distributors) 


” 
Mail Coupon to Nearest Office oO City 


Send Coupon for Sample 


See for yourself why Tabernacle Hymns No. 2 fs such a popular book. Con. 
tains work of every well known composer and writer. No obligation—read the 
Returnable privileges protect you. ACT NOW. o 


eP 
Special Low Prices Now Apply “c2u2 
Three bindings, Manila, 100 copies Full Cloth 100 copies 27%. me pest 
$40.00; Art petfine binding: 100 copies $60.00 oF earthen 
TABERNACLE PUBLISHING COMPANY (07 Bras ito. fino" 
28 So. LaSalle Street, CHICAGO, ILL. a 


Goodenough & Woglem, New York Ps 
Biola Book Reom,Los Angeles,Calif. .° Address 
a ? 


Tabernacle 
Hymns 
No. 2 


Now in its 20th edition. Has captivated all lovers of 
music and has met the needs of the most exacting — Pr 
Choi ini Sunday School Teachers. 320 ae 


usage. 


Copy 


1 1 
oe” or pay for same: 


Poe Name. 


Isn’t it terrible? Surely 
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